
    

 

Together in Christ 

Collaborative  

St. Ann  & St. John  
FIRST  SUNDAY OF LENT  

 
&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ υόȟ φτυό 

Saint John the Evangelist 
210 Central St., East Bridgewater 02333 
Office ï103 N. Main Street, West Bridgewater 

508-378-4207     FAX 508-586-3876 
E-MAIL: stjohnebridge@comcast.net 

²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ǿǿǿΦǎǘƧƻƘƴŜōΦƻǊƎ  
CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘ-9. 

Saint Ann 
103 N. Main St., West Bridgewater 02379 
508-586-4880      FAX  508-586-3876 
E-Mail: stanns@comcast.net 
Website:  stannswb.com 
Facebook:  St. Ann-WB 

 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated ŀǘ ǘƘŜ млΥол ŀΦƳΦ aŀǎǎ on the 

нƴŘ Sunday of the Month at {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘhe пǘƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ  
ŀǘ {ǘΦ !ƴƴΩǎΦ Please call for registrationΦ  

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays: 3:00 ï 3:30 p.m. ï Other times as scheduled in the bulletin 

or call the wectory anytime. 
 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

/ontact the wectory 6 months prior to the intended date of marriageΦ  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 

If you are in need of the Sacrament of the SickΣ please contact the 
Rectory to make an appointment for a visit from a triest.  

 
ADORATION OF THE  BLESSED SACRAMENT 
St Johnôs - Every Tuesday of the month from 7-8 p.m.  

in the Church.  
St. Annôs - First Friday of the month following the 9:00 a.m. Mass 

concluding with Benediction at 10:30 a.m. 

Registration: Families not registered, please call the Parish hŶŎŜ 

 
 

RCUVQTCN"UVCHH 
Pastor: 

Rev. Paul L. Ring 
fr_plrstjohn@comcast.net 

 
Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Michael K. Harvey 

 
Permanent Deaconǎ: 
Brendan Fitzgerald  

deaconbrendan@comcast.net 
 

Joe Hopgood 
Deaconjoeh@comcast.net 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES 
 

{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.  

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. ϧ 10:30 a.m.  
Daily Mass, ²ŜŘǎΣ ¢ƘǳǊǎΣ CǊƛΦ: 9:00 a.m. 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭ  
5ƛǾƛƴŜ aŜǊŎȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ  

!ƊŜǊ aŀǎǎ 
{ǘ !ƴƴΩǎ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ±ƛƎƛƭΥ пΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΥ уΥол ŀΦƳΦ ϧ млΥол ŀΦƳΦ 

 
5ŀƛƭȅ aŀǎǎΣ aƻƴΣ ¢ǳŜǎΣ CǊƛΦτ фΥлл ŀΦƳ 

mailto:fr_plrstjohn@comcast.net
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       MASSES FOR THE WEEK          A  NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

3ÔȢ *ÏÈÎ ÉÓ Á 3ÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓÈÉÐ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ  
************************************************ 
Saturday, February 17, 2018 
 4:00 ð  Mark Cosgrove ð Memorial 
Sunday, February 18, 2018 
 8:00 ð Parishioners of Saint John 
        10:30 ð Margarida DeJesus ð Birthday Remem. 
Saturday, February 24,  2018 
 4:00 ð Ralph  E. Ortenzi ðMemorial Mass 
Sunday, February 25, 2018 
 8:00 ð Parishioners of Saint John 
        10:30 ð Lori Hannan ð 5th Anniversary 
               

3ÔȢ !ÎÎ ÉÓ Á 3ÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓÈÉÐ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ  
*********************************************** 
Saturday, February 17, 2018 
    4:00 - Susan Ledoux ð 5th Anniversary 
Sunday, February 18, 2018 
   8:30 - Arthur & Marilyn Pigeon ð Anniversary 
 10:30  - William McCormack  ð 5th Anniversary 
Tuesday, February 20, 2018 
  9:00 ð Patrick W. Sullivan ð Birthday Remem 
Saturday, February 24, 2018 
 4:00 ð Louis Tarantino ð 16th Anniversary 
Sunday, February 25, 2018    
 8:30  -  Lorraine Montana ð Monthôs Mind 
        10:30 - Manuel & Anna Barros ð Memorial 

 
 
 
My Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
HAPPY LENT! To many, these two 
words seem mutually exclusive; after all, what is there to be 
ñhappyò about during Lent? Fair enough. If we look at the 
full definition of the word, however, beyond a sense of being 
ñjoyfulò or ñmerryò, we can look at Lent in the sense of  
being ñsatisfiedò, ñfortunateò or ñprosperousò. Lent is a time 
when we ñtake stockò of how we are living in relationship to 
how God wishes us, and calls us, to live. In this sense, when 
we fulfill who and what God is calling us to be, we can truly 
be ñhappyò. 
 
When we look at Noah, he should be happy. He has been 
spared from the flood because of his faithfulness to God, and 
he is rewarded with a new covenant. It is in this covenant 
that God re-establishes His bond with us, a bond which was 
broken by the sin of Adam and Eve and is further damaged 
by the actions of the people of Noahôs time. God comes to 
regret having made humanity and He seeks, through the 
flood, to ñwash awayò the sin of humanity and start again 
with a new relationship, a new covenant. It is in this that  
humanity gets a ñspiritual ódo-overôò and, once again, has a 
relationship with God based not on fear, but on love. 
 
It is in this light that St. Peter writes to the early Christian 
communities of his day. He writes to the people about 
Christôs obedience to the will of the Father. Peter contrasts 
this with the disobedience which brings about the flood, a 
flood by which all but Noah and his kin are destroyed. This 
action, Peter tells the people, prefigures baptism and estab-
lishes Jesus as the One who brings a new covenant to the 
people. This covenant, formed in the blood of Christ, is one 
in which the people are saved from their sins. It is by the 
death and resurrection of Jesus that we are saved, Peter tells 
the people. It is by our baptism, which is ñnot a removal of 
dirt from the body but an appeal to God for a clear  
conscienceò (1 Pt 3:21), that we are joined to Jesus. 
 
It is in this same sense of union that we hear of Jesus in the 
desert in todayôs gospel passage. After Jesusô baptism, He is 
led into the desert by the Spirit. Jesus is tested, but does not 
succumb to this temptation; Jesus remains faithful. Jesus 
then, after Johnôs arrest, proclaims the appearance of the 
Kingdom. It is not merely something which we await, Jesus 
reminds us, but is something in our midst. May we have the 
courage to recognize the presence of the Kingdom at work in 
our lives, and may we have the boldness to proclaim the  
appearance (and future fulfillment) of the Kingdom to all 
whom we meet. 
 
A Happy Lent to All, 
 
Fr. Paul 
 

February 18, 2018ðFirst Sunday of Lent 

%&"$0/½4 CORNER  

 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is a 
process developed by the Catholic Church for prospective 
converts to Catholicism who are above the age of infant 
baptism. Candidates are gradually introduced to aspects of 
Catholic beliefs and practices.  
Our parishes have three candidates to receive the  
sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and First Eucharist at 
the Easter Vigil Mass, March 30th. They have been receiv-
ing instruction about the Catholic faith for some time.   
During Lent they will take several steps along this journey.  
Some of these steps include liturgical rites within the Mass. 
Below is a brief outline of the process.*   
      First step: Acceptance into the Order of Catechumens. 
The word Catechumen refers to the person receiving  
instruction. 
       Period of the Catechumenate. This is the time for the 
nurturing and growth of the catechumenôs faith and  
conversion to God; celebrations of the word and prayers of 
exorcism and blessing are meant to assist the process. 
      Second step: Election/Enrollment of names on the first 
Sunday of Lent. 
       Period of Purification and Enlightenment. 
      Third step: Celebration of the sacraments of initiation 
during the Easter Vigil Mass. 
       Period of post Baptismal Catechesis (instruction).  
*Taken from the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults-

Study Edition 
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COLLABORATIVE NEWS AT ST. ANNõS & ST. JOHNõS 

THE NEXT 2ND COLLECTION 
Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018 ð Catholic Charities 

FINANCIAL BLESSINGS         St. Annôs  Budget  St. Johnôs                       Budget 

SUMMARY OF COLLECTIONS 2/04/18                2/04/18  

                     

OFFERTORY    $3,651     $3,680         $6,642.50                $5,700  

   

GRAND ANNUAL collôd       $8,270               $32,000               $24,282                            $32,000  

The Light is on For YouðLent 

2018 Catholic Appeal  
This past week, many of you received a letter from  
Cardinal Se§n requesting your support of the 2018  
Catholic Appeal.  Supporting the Catholic Appeal is the 
most effective way to carry out the work of the Church, 
both within and beyond parish boundaries.  Our parish 
directly benefits from the ministries supported by the Ap-
peal and your gift will help us reach our 2018 goal. If you 
have not already done so, please prayerfully consider mak-
ing an early pledge. You may mail your pledge or visit 
www.bostoncatholicappeal.org to give online. Thank you!  

THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU. 

 

   The invitation to experience Christôs love through the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation is one of the major  
initiatives of Cardinal Se§n and the Archdiocese of  
Boston.  The Light is on For You initiative highlights the 
importance of this sacrament in the life of Catholics and 
increases its availability, hoping that every Catholic will 
visit this source of Godôs mercy and healing love. 
 
Lent is a time of prayer, fasting, penitence, almsgiving 
and self-sacrifice in preparation to celebrate the passion 
of Christ, His death on Good Friday and His resurrection 
on Easter Sunday.  Each year, the season of Lent pro-
vides an opportunity to renew faithfulness, and for those 
who have been away from the regular practice of the 
faith this initiative offers a chance to begin again.   
Confessions will be available Wednesday evenings 
during Lent, 6:30 ï 8:00 PM, in all parishes. 
 
Material is available to help with personal  
preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
at www.TheLightIsOnForYou.org.  Please make plans 
to come and invite others to take advantage of this great 
opportunity to be reconciled with and begin anew a  
journey in faith during the Lenten season. 
 
Encourage one another by reflecting on your  
experiences this Lent by using the hashtag #LiveLent on 
Twitter and Facebook. Be sure to include 
@BostonCatholic in your updates. 

 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

 
 
ñHe shall dwell apart, making his abode outside the 
camp." As Jesus cured the leper, let the love of God 
heal and strengthen our marital bonds so we can live 
within our camp with joy by attending a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends 
are Mar 9-11, 2018 in Duxbury, MA and Apr 21-22, 
2018 in Brewster, MA. For more information, call 
Stephen & Michelle O'Leary at 800-710-9963 or visit 
them at https://wwmema.org/. 

FASTING: 

Catholics over 18 and up to the beginning of their 60th year 
are bound to the obligation of fasting. Ash Wednesday 
(Feb. 14th) and Good Friday (March 30th) are the days of 
fasting. On these days, only one full meal is allowed. Two 
other meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strentyh, may 
be taken according to each oneôs needs, but, eating between 
meals in not permitted. Liquids including mild and fruit 
juices are allowed. 
 
ABSTINENCE: 
Catholics over 14 years of age are bound to the obligation 
of abstinence. Abstinence is to be observed on Ash 
Wednesday, Feb 14 and on all Fridays of Lent. On days of 
abstinence, meat may not be taken at all. 

 
CONFESSIONS ð WEDNESDAY  

 6:30ð8:00 PM 
 

FEB 14TH ð SAINT JOHNôS 
FEB 21ST ð SAINT JOHNôS 
FEB 28TH ð SAINT ANNôS  
MAR 7TH ð SAINT ANNôS 
MAR 14TH ð SAINT JOHNôS 
MAR 21ST ð SAINT JOHNôS 
MAR 28TH ð SAINT JOHNôS 

http://www.bostoncatholic.org/lightisonforyoulent/#
http://www.bostoncatholic.org/lightisonforyoulent/#
http://www.bostoncatholic.org/lightisonforyoulent/#
http://www.bostoncatholic.org/lightisonforyoulent/#
http://www.thelightisonforyou.org/
https://wwmema.org/
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