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Together in Christ 

Collaborative 

 

April 18, 2021 

 

The Third Sunday 

of Easter 

 

                  

      St. John the Evangelist                                          St . Ann 

Saint John the Evangelist 
210 Central St., East Bridgewater 02333 

Office –103 N. Main Street,  
West Bridgewater 

 
508-378-4207 

 
E-MAIL: stjohnebridge@comcast.net 

Website: www.stjohneb.org 
Facebook: St. John the Evangelist-EB 
Fr. Paul’s Facebook Page —Paul Ring 
 

 
Church of Saint Ann 

103 N. Main St., West Bridgewater 02379 
 

508-586-4880     
   

E-Mail: stanns@comcast.net 
Website:  stannswb.com 
Facebook:  St. Ann-WB 

Collaborative Office Hours are 9-4 M-Th 
For both Churches 

Currently we are working from home. 
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

 
The Sacrament of Baptism is being celebrated on Saturdays at 10 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. and on Sundays at 1 p.m. All baptisms are private and can 

accommodate 30 or so people. Social distancing and masks are required. 
Prep classes will take place before the Baptism. 
Please call the Rectory Office for registration.  

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Is by appointment during the pandemic. Please call the Rectory Office to 
set up an appointment. 

 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

Contact the Rectory 6 months prior to the intended date of marriage.  
 

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK 
If you are in need of the Sacrament of the Sick, please contact the 

Rectory to make an appointment for a visit from a Priest.  
 

Registration: Families not registered, please call the Parish Office 

                PASTORAL STAFF                     
        Pastor:                                        Parochial  Vicar         
     Rev. Paul L. Ring                                Rev. Michael K. Harvey  
   fr_plrstjohn@comcast.net   

Permanent Deacons: 
 Brendan Fitzgerald  (Sr. Deacon)                         Christopher Connelly            
    deaconbrendan@comcast.net                              cconnelly@rcab.org       

 
EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES 

 
St John’s 

Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m.  
Sunday: 10:30 a.m.  

Teen Mass – 6 p.m., TBA 
Daily Mass, Wednesday– Friday 

9:00 a.m.  On hold until further notice  
In the Chapel  

Divine Mercy every Thursday  
After Mass. 

 
St Ann’s 

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.  

Teen Mass – 6 p.m., TBA 
Daily Mass, Mon, Tues, Fri. 

9:00 a.m. On hold until further notice 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST COLLABORATIVE 

SAINT ANN’S 
STAFF 

 

Administrative Assistant:  Arlene Stefano 
stanns@comcast.net 

508-586-4880 

SAINT JOHN’S 
STAFF 

 

Administrative Assistant:  Deborah Conrad 

stjohnebridge@comcast.net 
508-378-4207 

Music Minister:  Erica Wasil 

The Together in Christ Collaborative Office Hours are 9AM - 4PM  Monday -Thursday 

 
COLLABORATIVE STAFF 

 
Finance & Operations Manager:  Donna Roderiques 

donna.stannstjohn@gmail.com 
 

Director of Music:  Rich Cesarini 
richcesarini@gmail.com 

Assistant Music Director: Matt Cunningham 
 

Director of Ministries:  Stephanie Gaboury 
directorofministries.TIC@gmail.com  
508-378-4207 or 508-586–4880 
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       MASSES FOR THE WEEK                 A  NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

 

  
 
 
My Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
A (continued) blessed Easter to you! I 
know that for most of the world Easter 
has come and gone, but for those of us 
who gather on this day the Easter  
celebration continues! In today’s  
gospel, we have the passage from Luke which tells of Jesus’ 
encounter with the disciples in the “upper room”; it is most 
likely the same space that they gathered with Jesus for the 
Last Supper. As we enter into the scene, the apostles are 
hearing about the two disciples’ encounter with Jesus on the 
road to Emmaus. It is in the “breaking of the bread” (Lk 
24:35) that these two come to recognize Jesus, whereupon 
He vanishes from their sight. 
 
As the apostles are hearing about this post-Resurrection 
event they have one themselves. As with the other gospel 
accounts, Jesus’ first gesture is to offer them peace. It is a 
peace that only He can give, for it is a peace that is rooted 
not in this world, but in the Eternal Kingdom of God’s  
Eternal Peace. He further assists them by allaying their 
fears, for they think they are encountering a ghost. In  
showing them His flesh and bones, as well as asking for 
something to eat, Jesus shows them (and us) His humanity, 
and the fact that there was, indeed, a bodily death and  
resurrection. He emphasizes this point further by speaking 
of the prophetic words that were written and spoken about 
Him. 
 
Easter is a time of new hope, new peace, and new life. The 
apostles, gathered in the upper room, are sharers and bearers 
of that new life. They are about to embark on a new way of 
living and Jesus takes the time to give them some “marching 
orders”. As witnesses to Jesus’ death and resurrection, they 
are now being called to share these truths with others, with 
the whole world really. This is why “repentance, for the  
forgiveness of sins, would be preached in his name to all the 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem” (Lk 24:47-49). This is 
the new “job” for the apostles, “ones who are sent” (which 
is what the word “apostle” means) into the world for the 
spread of the gospel and the salvation of souls. May we who 
share in Christ’s baptism also share in His death and  
resurrection. May this sharing bring forth a boldness in 
word and deed. May we come to know and understand this 
truth, and share it with all whom we meet. 
 
A (Continued) Blessed Easter to All, 
 
Fr. Paul 

 
 
 
 

*********************************************** 

St. Ann is a Stewardship Parish  
**************************************************** 

Saturday, April 17, 2021 
   4:00—Parishioners of Saint Ann 
Sunday, April 18, 2021 
             8:30 - Parishioners of Saint Ann  
Saturday, April 24, 2021 
             4:00 - Parishioners of Saint Ann 
Sunday, April 25, 2021  
     8:30 - Joseph Utka —5th Anniversary 
   

 
************************************************

St. John is a Stewardship Parish 
************************************************  
Saturday, April 17 2021 
              5:30 - Parishioners of Saint John 
Sunday, April 18, 2021 
    10:30 -  Robert Small — 7th Anniversary 
Saturday, April 24, 2021 
     5:30 - Robert DiFazio — 1st Anniversary 

Sunday, April 25, 2021 
    10:30 - June M. McHugh — Birthday Remem. 
    

THE TOGETHER IN CHRIST  
COLLABORATIVE  

 
Your continued support is very much appreciated. 

 
Weekly Offertory  
Mar 31 - Apr 6, 2021 

ST JOHN 
Online  $1,189 
Mail      $2,538 
Mass    $ -0-     
TOTAL $3,727 

Clergy Trust $2,010 
 

ST ANN 
Online  N/A 

Mail          $1,890 
Mass        $300    

TOTAL     $2,190 
Clergy Trust $1,968 

 
EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS 
 
 
 
Donated By :            In Memory Of: 
 
M /M. Antonio Amaral    Manuel & Maria Moura & Son 
M/M Joseph Chittick     Our loved ones 
M/M Joseph Curran     Sheila Connolly, Mary Curran, Ann 
                Contrada 
Mrs. Eunice Kenn      My Family Members who have gone 
                before 
Sarah Reardon        Robert Reardon 
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        STRENGTH FOR THE WEEK  

Hello, our friends! 
 
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 

The Church celebrates Easter for the next fifty days. One day just isn’t enough to take it all in: some-
thing too great, too wondrous has happened here! Death has been conquered; life will never be the 
same  

In a world that is slowly passing way, Jesus has given us access to eternity through His passion, 
death, and resurrection.  

Our destiny was a tomb; but now, that tomb is empty. 

Did the disciples understand the cosmic implications of the Paschal Mystery on that first Easter  
morning? Clearly no. But perhaps this is why Jesus kept appearing to them after His resurrection. If you 
read the resurrection accounts in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, you’ll find that every appearance of 
Jesus is new and unexpected. It’s as if Jesus is urging His disciples: Keep looking at me. If you 
stop looking—if you think you completely understand Who I am and what’s happening here—
you will walk away with an incomplete picture. But I am no image frozen in time. I am a Person, 
alive and with you always. I am your Way out of the tomb. Keep looking—and come, follow Me. 

In this glorious Easter season, let us set aside time to really look at Jesus. Where is the Risen Lord  
appearing to me? What is He saying? Have I entombed Him in a domesticated, pastel-tinted version of 
the Easter story—and if so, do I have the courage to follow Him out of this tomb to a new way of living? 

May Jesus our Risen Lord lead each of us, together with the entire Church, to a deeper grasp of the 
meaning of Easter and rekindle in us the need to share this Good News with the world. 

A Blessed Easter! 
 

Sr Amanda Detry, FSP  

 
THANK YOU TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO 
HELPED TO MAKE THE EASTER TRIDUUM SO 
SPECIAL AND TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS WHO 
HAVE CONTINUED TO MAKE MASSES  
AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE  
PANDEMIC. 
 
YOUR HELP HAS BEEN INVALUABLE!!!! 

 
 
 
 
As your Easter season continues through 
May, come join EWTN in helping you  
celebrate the The Ascension of the Lord, 
Pentecost Sunday and much more in May! 
  
EWTN is available through TV, Radio, Inter-
net and Mobile Devices. Go to ewtn.com for 
more information and a schedule of pro-
grams. 
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COLLABORATIVE NEWS AT SAINT ANN’S AND SAINT JOHN’S 

Please keep the following in your prayers:  
Bill Estes, Tyler Martin, Amanda Little, Patricia  
Estes, Vince Adornato, Kenneth Upham, Kay Levoshko, 
Jim Cassidy, Tori Bortolotto, Phil Garbardi, Marcus 
LaBree, Charlie Micalizzi, Vickie Vasvatekis, Robert 
Hanson, John Moriarty, Annette Moriarty, Felicia  
Hernandez, Linda, Frank Conroy, Robert Sullivan, Ann 
Smith, Joan MacIsaac,  Diane Nicolar, Paul Martin, Jim 
Koury, William Neyman, Janet Wooters, Rene Barnett, 
David Warren, Richard Harvey, Sandra Garbardi, Nick, 
Jennifer Washkevich, Dana Debenedictis, Harry Evans, 
Frank Genatossio, Dr. Irfan Francis, Angela McDevtt, 
Nathaniel Maniff, Karen Daly, Baby Abigail, Bryan Senn, 
Rene Pearson, Linda Joy, Gail Butler & The residents of 
Sachem & Westview & all our service men and women  
serving in the military. 

THE FOOD PANTRY HAS NEW HOURS: 
 

The Food Pantry has changed its hours for the 
Spring. 

Our pantry is open on the first and third  
Mondays of the every month April though  

 October, 2021. When days fall on a major holiday, 
the pantry will be the Tuesday of that week.  

 
First Mondays = 3:00—5:30 
Third Mondays = 3:00—4:30 

 
Monday, April 5 - 3:00—5:30 
Monday April 19 - 3:00—4:30 

 
The schedule is as follows: 

May 3rd and 17th 
June 7th and 21st 

July *Tues the 6th and 19th 
August 2nd and 16th 

September *Tues the 7th and 20th 
October 4th and 18th 

 
Donations are always appreciated but please call to let us 
know you are dropping off. 508-378-3760 
 

Gift cards are also a great help.  
 $5—$25 cards are easier to distribute than large sums, 

ie $100 
 

Tuna, pasta, pasta sauce, soups, canned goods, etc. are 
always great additions to the shelves. 

 

SAINT VINCENT de PAUL  
 

PLEASE CONTACT CHRIS BAKER  
@ 774-240-8095  
or jchbaker@msn.com  
      P O Box 47   

West Bridgewater MA 02379 
 
Saint Ann’s Church is continuing to collect food items for the 
West Bridgewater Food Pantry.  Items can be left in church on the 
shelves to the right as you come in the front door. 

St Ann Prayer Line:  
 

To request prayers from members of Saint 
Ann’s Prayer Line for yourself, another  
person in need, or a special intention, please 
call or email Linda Santry at  
508-586-6535 or linda@santry.org. If you 
would like to join the telephone tree or  
e-mail distribution list, please contact  
Linda. We would like to expand our  
membership for this worthy endeavor.  

The Society of Saint Vincent DePaul 
 Saint John’s Conference 

PO Box 544 
East Bridgewater MA 02333  

Call the Food Pantry Hotline for food / assistance 
Hotline—508-378-3760 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD 
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENT 

How to Fail Your Way to Heaven 

You know what are some of my favorite moments in  
Scripture? The little “Easter eggs” of Jesus’ humanity, 
things like Jesus falling asleep, Jesus drawing in the sand, 
Jesus playing with kids. And how about Jesus rising from 
the dead, appearing to his disciples and saying, “So, have 
you got anything to eat?” 

 
It’s right for us to always keep in mind that Jesus is God. 
But we also have to remember that he was man. He got 
hungry. He cried when he felt sad and laughed when he felt 
happy. He got tired. He got bored. 

Because he was God, none of those feelings ever led him 
into sin, like they do us. He never spent a car ride trying to 
pass the hours by seeing how annoyed he could make his 
older sister. He never smacked Peter over the head for  
saying something really stupid. But he did unleash some 
Biblically righteous anger on those traders in the temple, 
didn’t he? And he wasn’t shy about calling Peter “a Satan” 
when his friend tempted him to take the easy way out. 

 
It’s the tightrope walk we all try to balance every day,  
honoring our human emotions while still answering God’s 
call to be better. Being perfect isn’t the domain of the 
Christian — that’s the domain of Christ only. Trying and 
failing, then trying again (and failing again) and again and 
again? That’s the domain of the Christian. 

 
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS             ©LPi  
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Why Use Incense? 

Question: 

Why do we use incense at Mass? 

Answer: 

The use of incense in religious ceremonies and worship is a practice that predates Christianity, and which is also 
found in many other religious traditions today. 

Incense, which is made from resin infused with aromatic spices and oils, is one of those fundamentally human 
symbols that incorporates more than one of our senses, helping us to reflect on realities that transcend the every-
day details of our lives. 

The use of incense in the Church’s liturgy — in the Mass, as well as in devotions to the Eucharist and the Liturgy 
of the Hours — is inspired by the use of incense in the Jewish tradition. In the writings of the Old Testament, we 
hear about incense being used in the worship of the temple, and Psalm 141 asks, “Let my prayer be incense before 
you; my uplifted hands an evening offering” (vs. 2). The image here is that, as the incense gently rises to heaven, 
our prayers also rise to God as something sweet and pleasant. 

Another ancient use of incense that has also become part of our Catholic tradition is the idea that when we incense 
something, it’s because it is something special or sacred. This is why the Book of the Gospel is incensed during 
the Liturgy of the Word and the bread, wine, priest celebrant, and congregation are incensed at the presentation of 
the gifts. To this, we can also add the incensing of the Blessed Sacrament during eucharistic adoration and bene-
diction, and the body of the deceased at the end of the Mass of the Resurrection (the Funeral Mass). 

E. WATSON E. WATSON 

  

  Eric Watson    O: 508-378-4543  Eric Watson    O: 508-378-4543
 East Bridgewater  C: 774-259-0278 East Bridgewater  C: 774-259-0278

Local reliable service & Local reliable service & 
Friend of the St John’s ParishFriend of the St John’s Parish

ExcavatingExcavating
SEPTIC SYSTEMS • SITEWORK

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John the Evangelist, E. Bridgewater, MA 03-1113

G.M. Petti

Painting & Wallcovering
Interior • Exterior

Gary M. Petti 508.378.3459

25 Memorial Dr., East Bridgewater

  Long time friend and business partner 
  of the St. John’s Parish

- Computer & A/V Solutions Provider
- Data / Video Wiring Installation

- Network Configuration, 
Installation & Support

- Security Systems
- Public Address Systems

508.586.4642
830 W. Chestnut St. | Brockton
St. John’s Parish’s Longtime Friend

Contact Sydney Clayborn  
to place an ad today! 

sclayborn@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x3884 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John the Evangelist, E. Bridgewater, MA 03-1113

Jazz • Tap • Ballet • Hip Hop
EAST BRIDGEWATER
(508) 378-7043

www.paulacoffeydance.com
Proud St John Parishioner

 MARK L. CHAPMAN - Funeral Director
 Family Owned and Operated Since 1862

 www.ccgfuneralhome.com

35 Spring St., E. Bridgewater
508-378-4826

98 Bedford St., Bridgewater 
508-697-4332

Long time friend and supporter 
of the St John Parish

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATION SERVICES

 ELECTRIC SYSTEMS

Electrical Contractors
Security • Fire Alarm Systems

Tele/Data Communications

Raymond J. Lessard, Jr.
P.O. Box 1198 • Brockton, MA

508-584-0822

Stability ❖ Family ❖ Integrity

Brockton, Massachusetts

508-586-0742
www.conleyfuneralhome.com

Longtime Friends of  
St. John & St. Ann Parishes.

Trusted on the 
South Shore since 1984

Serving Brockton to Bridgewater 
& Everywhere In-Between

Joseph Gouthro
License # 31320

Proud Parishioner
Business Partner

(508) 378-1271(508) 378-1271

PLUMBINGPLUMBING

Founded in 1926
Online Learning Since 2012 

A Catholic, independent, 
co-educational, boarding and 

day school for grades 9-12
26 Chase Rd, Thompson, CT 06277

(860) 923-9565
www.marianapolis.org

  Steven J. Leonard,
  Funeral Director

Plymouth St. (Rt. 58 at Rotary) • Whitman
www.blanchardfc.com  |  781-447-0170

Blanchard Funeral ChapelBlanchard Funeral Chapel


