Good afternoon,

Following Governor Baker's Emergency Order concerning the
Commonwealth’s response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak
Cardinal O’Malley has established the following policies for the
Archdiocese of Boston effective immediately:

All Masses and religious services in all Archdiocesan parishes, missions,
and campus ministries are suspended until further notice. This begins at
4:00pm on Saturday afternoon, March 14. To be clear there are to be no
vigil masses. Baptism, Confirmations, weddings and funerals may proceed
but attendance should be limited to only immediate family.

The Cardinal has issued a dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass
during this time to the Catholics of the Archdiocese of Boston.

Archdiocese of Boston parish schools and Archdiocesan elementary and
high schools will be closed for two weeks from Monday, March 16 to
Friday, March 27. Going forward we will consider whether this period needs
to be extended.

Cardinal O’Malley encourages Catholics, and all people who would find it
helpful, to participate in the daily and Sunday Mass by way of Catholic TV.
Schedules and access to the televised Mass and rebroadcasts are
available at www.WatchtheMass.com or www.catholictv.org and by
consulting local cable providers or network listings.

During this time of extraordinary challenges Cardinal O’Malley holds as
among the highest priorities the safety and well-being of all people in the
communities served by the Archdiocese. The Cardinal asks all to join in
prayer for the health care professionals and civic officials who are striving
to respond to the needs of those who are ill and as best possible prevent
further transmission of the virus.
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If you have any questions or concerns regarding the Archdiocese’s
emergency policies related to the Coronavirus please contact us at:
corona@rcab.orq.

All of the Archdiocese communications regarding the response to the
Coronavirus outbreak can be found on our risk management
website: www.rcabrisk.org.

There will be additional related information forthcoming from our Risk
Management Office.

Following is today’s announcement from the Archdiocese.

CARDINAL O'MALLEY AUTHORIZES TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF
DAILY AND SUNDAY MASS IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 OUTBREAK

PROVIDES DISPENSATION TO THE FAITHFUL

ENCOURAGES PARTICIPATION IN THE MASS THROUGH CATHOLIC
TV

March 13, 2020

In response to growing public concern and following Governor Baker’s
Emergency Order prohibiting most gatherings of 250 or more people,
Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley, OFM Cap, Archbishop of Boston, has made the
decision effective immediately to temporarily suspend all daily and Sunday
Masses and religious services in the Archdiocese of Boston until further
notice. This begins at 4:00pm on Saturday afternoon, March 14. In
announcing this decision, the Cardinal has also issued a dispensation from
the obligation to attend Mass during this time to the Catholics of the
Archdiocese of Boston.

Cardinal Sean said “We live in times when many people are confused, hurt,
and fearful, for many different reasons. In the midst of these challenges
Jesus seeks to meet us in the same way He met the disciples on the road
to Emmaus, accompanying us on the journey, calming our fears and
anxieties and assuring us that He will be with us always in the gift of the
Eucharist. This decision to temporarily suspend the daily and Sunday Mass
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Is motivated by an abundance of caution and concern for those most
vulnerable and the need to do our part to help limit and mitigate the spread
of the illness.”

The directive to temporarily suspend the celebration of Mass applies to all
Archdiocesan parishes, missions, and campus ministries until further
notice. Baptism, Confirmations, weddings and funerals may proceed but
attendance should be limited to only immediate family.

CATHOLIC TV DAILY AND SUNDAY MASS

Cardinal Sean encourages Catholics to participate in the daily and Sunday
Masses broadcast from the CatholicTV chapel.

Daily Mass airs live at 9:30am and is rebroadcast at 7pm and 11:30pm.
Sunday Masses air throughout the day at 10am, 4pm, 7pm, and 11:30pm.
The Sunday Spanish Mass airs live at 8am and is rebroadcast at 5:30pm
and 10pm.

Viewers can watch these Masses on demand at any time
at www.WatchtheMass.com. For more information about CatholicTV and
where you can watch it, visit http://www.catholictv.org/.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Earlier today after conferring with Cardinal Sean, Thomas W. Carroll,
Superintendent of Catholic Schools, announced that Archdiocese of Boston
parish schools and Archdiocesan elementary and high schools will be
closed for two weeks from Monday, March 16 to Friday, March 27. On an
ongoing basis, the Catholic Schools Office will consider whether this period
needs to be extended further.

The Archdiocese will provide ongoing updates to parishes, schools and
ministries during this period of response to the Coronavirus outbreak.
Cardinal Sean said, “Though these are challenging times for our parishes
and all members of our communities is important that we not forget the
importance of care and concern for those who are most vulnerable,
including the poor, our senior citizens and people who are medically
compromised. | urge those who can do so to maintain the support for their
parish during these difficult days in order to sustain the ministries and
outreach services for parishioners and those most in need. We entrust the
Church to the intercession of our Blessed Mother as we pray for the return
to full celebration of the sacraments and community prayer as soon as
possible.”
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In Christ,
Michael Lavigne

I will be working with the Archdiocese, our Religious Ed Directors and
catechists to have resources available for parents and guardians to give
our young people the best opportunity possible to engage in their faith
formation during these remaining weeks in the most fruitful way possible. |
thank you for your understanding and ask you to continue to pray for all
those affected by this growing crisis.

Peace,

Fr. Ring

Message from Fr. Paul: In light of cancellation of public events, directives
from the Archdiocese on said (non-liturgical) events, and consultation with
our Mission director, Allison Gingras, | have decided to POSTPONE (not
cancel...postpone) our Collaborative Lenten Mission, having Allison visit us
later this spring. For more information on Allison’s Ministry, “Reconciled To
You”, please go to her website www.reconciledtoyou.com or visit her
Facebook page.
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