
 

 

Good afternoon, 

Following Governor Baker’s Emergency Order concerning the 
Commonwealth’s response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak 
Cardinal O’Malley has established the following policies for the 
Archdiocese of Boston effective immediately: 

 

All Masses and religious services in all Archdiocesan parishes, missions, 
and campus ministries are suspended until further notice. This begins at 
4:00pm on Saturday afternoon, March 14. To be clear there are to be no 
vigil masses. Baptism, Confirmations, weddings and funerals may proceed 
but attendance should be limited to only immediate family. 

 

The Cardinal has issued a dispensation from the obligation to attend Mass 
during this time to the Catholics of the Archdiocese of Boston. 

 

Archdiocese of Boston parish schools and Archdiocesan elementary and 
high schools will be closed for two weeks from Monday, March 16 to 
Friday, March 27. Going forward we will consider whether this period needs 
to be extended. 

 

Cardinal O’Malley encourages Catholics, and all people who would find it 
helpful, to participate in the daily and Sunday Mass by way of Catholic TV. 
Schedules and access to the televised Mass and rebroadcasts are 
available at www.WatchtheMass.com or www.catholictv.org and by 
consulting local cable providers or network listings. 

 

During this time of extraordinary challenges Cardinal O’Malley holds as 
among the highest priorities the safety and well-being of all people in the 
communities served by the Archdiocese. The Cardinal asks all to join in 
prayer for the health care professionals and civic officials who are striving 
to respond to the needs of those who are ill and as best possible prevent 
further transmission of the virus. 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.WatchtheMass.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3zhpshAE-lv9D7_eAigAsSfB_W0Utm6Y8-x3iZYFO1PRtGnVx8ce0j2Dg&h=AT3W99k9q6b7E6jFqPa3CBPYbHw76gBUc2232Y89ztFUGIEgn9kf8wfRB6O4KEElaNFI5VKacEJmc9zlpIvYTFJYIri_A7csavpQVOLUrOnMTV3gSYwZF4WejtHKssG8wsppyjGmnL3qcFsO5sXcehbA2EPyNgYc-o9JjutZWg_jpX_NUZikeI_ClkKkOgR90PYjWwr7O1igPGnRjbbQ4KZVPZ851NoxCleLhp12_-Neie6bkqkhKni4T3wC-qnS8YlzKCNIZYHkXKZFoTW_joLhcbSJ8zXeFJTt7Ig3W5QLFK4s2_IyqvwNkzpbw3JULHsJcqUCQeWtBJhoTe64ZvVUY-17g8oOTtEMb32x9mghkCulW0EwOS2rhKJzgfOu7qRtK8pLvWZeshyUe6aNXt6Ypw0_gWQT-KiXPOgLrJBmpX73P-32RWk-pG1Pwrb-CRbtp-8sVKu82-_rRi-CG_KPC5cjHSOG8qZZetK8TM8FH67962mamOW4WlOakSK7-QC0QRpHPw3gtLu-YmQQstrx9ZkF_-xWrsAN2YTVav8boT2KgSAmjtk7JwrB4AaAiSAXMytMKQ45xTKGfXnxWORIIV5i4Ea1tzs4f_-gpxMzvPMxSigw60ccxuKnWv-p07vtUlVaa0QD-kLFADgI-RLqur57
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholictv.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1eLR-C1x03J2eoUAiO3Ik-PoI5GpNBpgBvrPgxZqDF_FaYs6bP4eYxM8Y&h=AT3IjELqzx61_qQIPDNrM4SYDva2g483V-ALII0TReI7DhSHMDJnVTr7x8JGwtS6SaYTX5mJUcGR7GABh_3ELjX_K_lFGwK4gxlwqrC_440y8rHrDN5HuUs0vl1gf8deu4miKNN073XDTXU8Kq2x891qEQ6RjF-FeY81AKUSYw5OeRyIr3vrKhIiDe6bIaFmXN6HUyZxYUgRyvnMm71yFvf6TL_GgZDA_g2-le4lys6htEULfj1DRmmQLTdErU34mPi_61nyBRP0qG4_ubNVZT2aRF2KMtR7eHpveyt_HPQT7izXD-C486Pkl8XQ4j2S7YIq8Qo9lSF7Xwmnp7yGq6hOMqPTxY2Yv2W1k_9jgqxTvTtzs9UQk9TkLhnCjFzGXz1eFgrhLBXI0KcM_lZz8WciHuc_vD5qIiCaSUbkYke9MiNX8Hc22cFla7PZqPjNPZdcsfSP3rwiDpbYlj3U5CO08JMe9IH6cofzRQDnqdj4N-IHK-w6_aLj2TsOBtxEnkqtJ1_RFdU2EOysOdZQQ3fYF56SUedkrF2auoeUqlx9Ap42iPlXSD4OO0M70g9LZN1dxXd8oSMUTcuPCZ05pynHCntCOfQhIbFF0L01BnQHPF7y28eGM6dW0bPxhCHt_5uCnqyzrVk6VQTr0qMldw


 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the Archdiocese’s 
emergency policies related to the Coronavirus please contact us at: 
corona@rcab.org. 

 

All of the Archdiocese communications regarding the response to the 
Coronavirus outbreak can be found on our risk management 
website: www.rcabrisk.org. 

 

There will be additional related information forthcoming from our Risk 
Management Office. 

 

 

Following is today’s announcement from the Archdiocese. 

CARDINAL O’MALLEY AUTHORIZES TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF 
DAILY AND SUNDAY MASS IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 OUTBREAK 

PROVIDES DISPENSATION TO THE FAITHFUL 

ENCOURAGES PARTICIPATION IN THE MASS THROUGH CATHOLIC 
TV 

 

March 13, 2020 

In response to growing public concern and following Governor Baker’s 
Emergency Order prohibiting most gatherings of 250 or more people, 
Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley, OFM Cap, Archbishop of Boston, has made the 
decision effective immediately to temporarily suspend all daily and Sunday 
Masses and religious services in the Archdiocese of Boston until further 
notice. This begins at 4:00pm on Saturday afternoon, March 14. In 
announcing this decision, the Cardinal has also issued a dispensation from 
the obligation to attend Mass during this time to the Catholics of the 
Archdiocese of Boston. 

Cardinal Seán said “We live in times when many people are confused, hurt, 
and fearful, for many different reasons. In the midst of these challenges 
Jesus seeks to meet us in the same way He met the disciples on the road 
to Emmaus, accompanying us on the journey, calming our fears and 
anxieties and assuring us that He will be with us always in the gift of the 
Eucharist. This decision to temporarily suspend the daily and Sunday Mass 

mailto:corona@rcab.org
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rcabrisk.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2ZY-BFoNjMz8hDMCpZCEDqdnWs64rxGNRXpnRgEuNN1feSlbcof43jdUw&h=AT2Kjx2_wk2bvqtGY4mEtc_82CvePFzdRc1RMzwOM1GVtn8V9eKliOoINx-pOLJH6Wy4XpqJRzc2-wV2RD7O3uiYOxgRIWwM0a1ROyLDJ0Sqoub6dJ9BBqS3bBd-2JaoOvOC-wW8CsalNmZ44ST93Y2m24pzhdZBCbDdI542acSyZmsyzPXPWZCJhqWH0-uls5iaUSoETDNlesnYrF3w6TSu-X_PKOIiSpAIITut6RwLgFBQlGGMhiMT2xOnTTsEpZ9yvOTiShGP-MLDfWtJ-yRIwtyKLDUn4ILCahBlKN2jREJjjllrbD32Vy5akigSbB3KLZGEDBkZtVhaae4YZMxju0WPFNalgHqhF_n1jNYdxhL6VZk9p-83cTNWjHOWZnbis7DzMBiiQQEk8wU5ciRjJoM47dccpEqIPMTLO8R6N2lOez5u8BcAH74Mjklqx5-C4OicUzIucnXE4neVoBe6pkF-peoyzBwrOFyDycCMF7uFhJ89TJIYmb8FDCl6nXQ_YTbp_li6idyZQZNN-r9Jcfm2ZuhmC23gEeA87zSMZCagWaSmbTa8MSeim4UEx3cOf-88NcQkbJEHiv04_ohq_reYcv9-cwbCvWdgSD0bHOz9Cv126JAaY3x7HPEu70WPVPNMDy4fYjFwJZefkw


is motivated by an abundance of caution and concern for those most 
vulnerable and the need to do our part to help limit and mitigate the spread 
of the illness.” 

The directive to temporarily suspend the celebration of Mass applies to all 
Archdiocesan parishes, missions, and campus ministries until further 
notice. Baptism, Confirmations, weddings and funerals may proceed but 
attendance should be limited to only immediate family. 

CATHOLIC TV DAILY AND SUNDAY MASS 

Cardinal Seán encourages Catholics to participate in the daily and Sunday 
Masses broadcast from the CatholicTV chapel. 
Daily Mass airs live at 9:30am and is rebroadcast at 7pm and 11:30pm. 
Sunday Masses air throughout the day at 10am, 4pm, 7pm, and 11:30pm. 
The Sunday Spanish Mass airs live at 8am and is rebroadcast at 5:30pm 
and 10pm. 

Viewers can watch these Masses on demand at any time 
at www.WatchtheMass.com. For more information about CatholicTV and 
where you can watch it, visit http://www.catholictv.org/. 

 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

Earlier today after conferring with Cardinal Seán, Thomas W. Carroll, 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools, announced that Archdiocese of Boston 
parish schools and Archdiocesan elementary and high schools will be 
closed for two weeks from Monday, March 16 to Friday, March 27. On an 
ongoing basis, the Catholic Schools Office will consider whether this period 
needs to be extended further. 

The Archdiocese will provide ongoing updates to parishes, schools and 
ministries during this period of response to the Coronavirus outbreak. 
Cardinal Seán said, “Though these are challenging times for our parishes 
and all members of our communities is important that we not forget the 
importance of care and concern for those who are most vulnerable, 
including the poor, our senior citizens and people who are medically 
compromised. I urge those who can do so to maintain the support for their 
parish during these difficult days in order to sustain the ministries and 
outreach services for parishioners and those most in need. We entrust the 
Church to the intercession of our Blessed Mother as we pray for the return 
to full celebration of the sacraments and community prayer as soon as 
possible.” 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.WatchtheMass.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3nhdTR2otewZ5DG3iveK4Tjh7PXkqiHy_mk3lMO2_QXwXc4b9M64gE_Mw&h=AT2uOva-pGJCfomywUGORdWN3xC1Sc43gJa3pZ4ltNphopPbbTSAC63KvCTmn_u7QPamdTwpLB-yWDjna-uF30ZZX5R9Bx5V_2sIixcX21TYdSjp5zqA9MeSX49xCs_jn7jZXW7a9mKr_xL0Ahr_bRsYHQaPeywkOeWTJryOOor4foDG0V3CvqW7_r2fLF3h2bfkvr2RTEljXZAb9nHavw3RzvfYcr_Ej-ByQVjzxIod8QxIOoR4uFU-d1M6bEfF3c6AcCtHSZS8SyJmy3vneazBV9T7gGUD7jdMSEBjshsaDiYF-RGDRzyFXIgkU-V4xDWOAS8glae3GXEcNVmkY5ofch6W3NIck8AdjF4TKd1BM1Vl26mQBivFQaeyFws1q4QqVMY6TLs17wvbky4tDVdEYYNuCKHbOQQ00xTI4LSp_CUfjlx9aecVmv_o3RSFPlRGXUst-Q4QemfLmw980thJD55qFdHTx7rYC_i3d0qG8H12g_aReFhkBIzXG9kpsb1jQ7kfgU8RKDqsBUPl1Ga0LZw6IWf-qO4URNg-NpfcG2Mk3oufLfoLT0iFo5C33vr8CAAy2aDAg-7zGRtzJiLEds_y3IzBLJmCaOknnf3WIAxsf_sy2Q6c3ulnPRaFK3eaw2194qwB7W5v6i35gw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholictv.org%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0DiHk0Z598BHKE81rQLsoMDbCbQs3Ety6CocDwaE47ufnrO-2zGCW4-5g&h=AT2TV7XhGrvqn3O5kznA93X2GKly5V3dtBSpprG-xbC09mqtebR0rZmuKZ5fKmlL-yve1HOL6TywV1yQzrtsG-ooWZv0V4fkyVpOh7-cktLYr0diKMse5a7ub8nH_5YQzHHDoygNRs67TrP62ZLy6PauhN5pgrNwMOk1oq-AkG1Onp2c4ri3p26S9-JELLy7TIhO_D1AZNvVHdn35iMfRaK6WD1e8Shh30snOvg7hi9Rql-1aiOTCmKdBoI64Lv7uxkjE7KYVhhBpO9ufLJQ1larOATcS5YZQDTAETe-Sqk69aWiUPLnjpVQEYAN1U5j_1bNoKSJl7rNIpvxmQPxWz1FswQXGWTgaBv34jVDOvB8tZt00pN85smbPOsHvgbidkUiqDdt2r_CKBLFVId-OL7wHuqttijqHBhZPw4aAXZbfja0NadrbKP4NVLdplRavPcier_OJdV5Rw9AZD5mKjKZf0o9ZZxpeTvQ8yiugE0sdtqx2BahT-NVEmlR-0cia8G6hwmJ_NvWgGAqXWK209LSSi4vtbynPoDd--vE1C4tfNBtHbYHw2WqtjVEF95BM3uqRoGYAsImOTh9SyEPIy1h-LSI4C_qgY3U460bb3-j7IRfgx58nF_aZC7b5clhjY7bEPSm-K1ceiMvLJND0A


In Christ, 
Michael Lavigne 

 

 

I will be working with the Archdiocese, our Religious Ed Directors and 
catechists to have resources available for parents and guardians to give 
our young people the best opportunity possible to engage in their faith 
formation during these remaining weeks in the most fruitful way possible. I 
thank you for your understanding and ask you to continue to pray for all 
those affected by this growing crisis. 

Peace, 

Fr. Ring 

 

Message from Fr. Paul: In light of cancellation of public events, directives 
from the Archdiocese on said (non-liturgical) events, and consultation with 
our Mission director, Allison Gingras, I have decided to POSTPONE (not 
cancel...postpone) our Collaborative Lenten Mission, having Allison visit us 
later this spring. For more information on Allison’s Ministry, “Reconciled To 
You”, please go to her website www.reconciledtoyou.com or visit her 
Facebook page. 

 

 

https://reconciledtoyou.com/

