Saint John the Evangelist
210 Central St., East Bridgewater 02333
Office —103 N. Main Street, West Bridgewater
508-378-4207
E-MAIL: stjohnebridge@comcast.net
Website: www.stjohneb.org
Facebook: St. John the Evangelist-EB

Jogether in Christ Collaboraiive |
- SaintAnn & SacniJohw
January 5, 2020
The Z,'qultw ofthe Lovd

Church of Saint Ann
103 N. Main St., West Bridgewater 02379
508-586-4880
E-Mail: stanns(@comeast.net

Website: stannswhb.com

Facebook: St. Ann-WB
Collaborative Office Hours are 9-4 M-Th

For both Churches




TOGETHER IN CHRIST COLLABORATIVE

PASTORAL STAFF
Pastor: Parochial Vicar
Rev. Paul L. Ring Rev. Michael K. Harvey
fr_plrstjohn@comcast.net
Permanent Deacons:

Brendan Fitzgerald Joe Hopgood
deaconbrendan@comcast.net deaconjoeh(@comcast.net
The Together in Christ Collaborative Office Hours are 9AM - 4PM Monday -Thursday
EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated at the 10:30 a.m. Mass on the
2nd Sunday of the Month at St John’s and the 4th Sunday of the month
at St. Ann’s. Prep classes are Wednesday before Baptism at 5t. John's.
Please call the Rectory Office for registration.

St John’s
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Teen Mass - 6 p.m., See Schedule SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Daily Mass, Wednesday— Friday Saturdays: 3:00 —3:30 p.m. — Other times as scheduled in the bulletin or
9:00 a.m. call the Rectory Office to set up an appointment.
in the Chapel
T — e P hiifsd SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Divine Mercy every Thursday Contact the Rectory 6 months prior to the intended date of marriage.
After Mass.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
St Ann’s If you are in need of the Sacrament of the Sick, please contact the
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. Rectory to make an appointment for a visit from a Priest.
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Teen Mass — 6 p.m., See Schedule St John’s - every WEDNESDAY from 7-8 p.m.

Daily Mass, Mon, Tues, Fri. in the Church.

St. Ann’s - First Friday of the month following the 9:00 a.m. Mass

9:00 a.m. concluding with Benediction at 10:30 a.m.
Registration: Families not registered, please call the Parish Office
SAINT JOHN’S
SAINT ANN’S STAFF
STAFF
Business Manager: Donna Roderiques
Business Manager: Donna Roderiques Administrative Assistant: Deborah Conrad
Administrative Assistant: Arlene Stefano stjohnebridge@comcast.net
stanns(@comeast.net Director of Religious Education
Director of Religious Education Lorraine Hopgood
Charlotte Leines repstjohn(@gmail.com
stannsccd@comceast.net 508-378-1521
508-588-7140 . Director of Music: Paul Hoffman
Director of Music: Matthew Cunningham p-hoffiman@stjohneb.org
matthewcunningham@bpsma.org Music Minister: Erica Wasil
PASTORAL PLANNING TEAM
Deacon Joe Hopgood Ben Williams
Paul Hoffman Nancy Maloney

Denise Robichaud Margaret Mary Williams
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St. John is a Stewardship Parish
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Saturday, January 4, 2020
4:00 - Kevin Sullivan — 7th Anniversary
Sunday. January 5, 2020
8:00 - Parishioners of Saint John
10:30 - Gene Biagi — 36th Anniversary
Saturday, January 11, 2020
4:00 - James Clancy — 8th Anniversary
Sunday, January 12, 2020 - Parishioners of Saint John
8:00 - Sheila Creney — 6th Anniversary
10:30 - Parishioners of Saint John
6:00 - Parishioners of Saint John
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St Ann is a Stewardship Parish
Saturday, Ja@arv 4, 2020
4:00 - Parishioners of Saint Ann
Sunday, January 5, 2020
8:30 - Parishioners of Saint Ann
10:30 - Parishioners of Saint Ann
Saturday, January 11, 2020
4:00 - Parishioners of Saint Ann
Sunday, January 12, 2020
8:30 - Maureen Pigeon — 1st Anniversary
10:30 - Roger Furey — Memorial

Tf‘tey were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on entering the house they
scw the child with Mary his mother. They prostrated themselves and
did him homage. Then they opened their treasures and offered him

gifts of gold, frankincense, and mymh. — v 22101

Excerpes from the Lactemry for Mass 22001, 1954, 1570 CCD.
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My Dear Friends in Christ,

Today our Church celebrates the Feast

of Epiphany. Growing up, I always
understood this to be the “end of the Christ-
mas Season”. This makes sense for many
reasons: it speaks of God’s manifestation to humanity in
Christ, it highlights the appearance of the Magi, and it is a bit
of a “birthday party” for Jesus. How wrong [ was! The
Christmas Season actually/officially ends with the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord. This makes infinitely more sense! After
all, our entrance into the Church isn’t marked by our birth but
by our baptism. The Baptism of Jesus, about which we will
read at tomorrow’s liturgy, begins Jesus’ entrance into
“public” ministry. It is His “coming out party” as it were.

Now back to today’s feast. The Feast of the Epiphany, a word
which has its roots in the Greek word “ephiphaneia”, which
means “manifestation”, marks and celebrates the appearance
of the Magi upon the scene of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. In the
classic Greek it was used to mark the appearance of gods. Of
course, in our monotheistic tradition, this is adapted to mark
the appearance of the One True God in the Person of Jesus
Christ. The first reference in Christian literature to the
Epiphany would be in the 4" century, which speaks of Jesus’
“birth, that is, His Epiphany” by St. Epiphanius of Salmis in
his work “Panarion™ (written in 361). It was celebrated on
January 6™ for the longest time, and currently is celebrated on
the Sunday between January 2 and 8" (thus the short “down
time™ this year between Christmas and Epiphany).

| can always remember the Feast of the Epiphany for the
traditions we held in our household. We would set up the
creche on Christmas Eve (minus the Baby Jesus, of course!),
placing Baby Jesus in the manger when we returned home
from Midnight Mass. On Christmas Day, the Magi would
make their appearance, but not at the manger — they would be
placed on the kitchen counter! Over the next week or so, they
would slowly be moved from the counter, to the stovetop, to
the back of the couch and finally into the manger scene. This,
of course, gave each of the five children a chance to “relocate™
the Magi. The Magi were three in number (as in the song “We
Three Kings™?); this, we later came to find out, was probably
not entirely accurate. We came to find, through investigation,
that there were as many as a dozen “magi”, which is, not
coincidentally, related to our modern word, “magic™. The
Magi were a class of palace workers who were part magician,
part alchemist, part astrofoger (thus their knowledge of, and
reliance on, stars for guidance). They were “jacks of all
trade” (although “jacks™ may be a bit of a misnomer, as there
may have been some women in their company), relied on by
the king (such as Herod) for guidance and direction for many
things.

The Feast of the Epiphany gives us an opportunity for a
“breather” (albeit a small one this vear!) between Christmas
and the Baptism of the Lord. May we, like the Magi, come to
the manger and reflect on the good things God has provided
for us — namely, Christ the Lord.

Have a Blessed (rest of the) Christmas Season,

Fr. Paul




The Next Second Collection
December 1, 2019 — Saint Vincent de Paul Collection

Financial Blessings St. Ann’s  Budget St John’s Budget
SUMMARY OF COLLECTIONS Thank you to those who gave fo the |Grand Annual
3 3 070 $5.333
OFFERTORY 9/15/19 $ 3,352 $3.412 $4, ;
9/22/10 $ 3,155 $3,412 $ 4,544 $5,333
Updated offertories will be available sometime in the future.

“If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts: Psalm 95

Prayer forx
Vocations

Heavenly Father, bDless
Your Church with an
abundance of holy and
zealous priests, deacons,
brothers and sisters.
Give those You have
called to the married
state and those vou have
chosen to live as single
persons in the world
the special graces that
their lives require. Form
1s all in the likeness of
Your Son so that in Flim.
with FHim and through
Him we may love You
more deeply and serve
You more faithtully,
always and evervwhere.
With Mary, we ask this b
through Christ &ur T
S5 T.ord. ¢

o Amen. -I%Q“’
5 5

A special thanks to Sophia Cameron for the Art Work.
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SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL

PLEASE CONTACT CHRIS BAKER
@ T74-240-8095
or jechbaker@msn.com

New mailing address:
P O Box 474
West Bridgewater MA 02379

Rosary after Mass on Monday & Tuesday
Adoration —- First Friday of the month following
the 9:00 a.m. Mass concluding with Benediction at
10:30 a.m.

o

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN
YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

Penances and Prayers

God’s glory, now, is kindled gentler than candlelight
under the rafters of a barn:

Eternal Peace is sleeping in the hay,

And Wisdom's born in secret in a straw-roofed stable. ™

When | was yvounger, | wrote music to and recorded
Thomas Merton’s poem, “Epiphany Carol.” If you have
never read it, search it out on the internet. Merton’s words
are profound and paint a picture of the awesomeness of
Jesus, the newborn King of Kings, lying in a simple straw
bed. The shepherds and Wise Men are drawn to pay
homage to the One who has been born above all others and
brings with him hope for a broken world.

As Merton correctly points out, the gifts we are called to
bring to this baby and lay at his feet are our prayers and
penances, next to those gifts of worldly wealth. What is it
that you have to bring to the stable on this feast of the
Epiphany of the Lord? Unless those prayers and penances
lead to a new way of living, our gifts will be void of
meaning. What we lay before him speaks to the change in
us that he has given to us by his birth. Our daily steward-
ship is resembled in those gifts. If we are to truly echo the
kingdom of God in our lives and actions, what we
ultimately offer to him is no less than our entire selves. This
baby will give his entire self for us, and his work must
continue through our hands and feet.

While we unnumbered children of the wicked centuries
Come after with our penances and prayers,

And lay them down in the sweet-smelling hay

Beside the wise men’s golden jars. *

*Excerpts from “Epiphany Carol” by Thomas Merton

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

St Ann Prayer Line:

To request prayers from members of Saint
Ann’s Prayer Line for yourself, another
person in need, or a special intention, please
call or email Linda Santry at

508-586-6535 or linda@santry.org. If you
would like to join the telephone tree or
e-mail distribution list, please contact
Linda. We would like to expand our
membership for this worthy endeavor.

i

Jt's Fime for Our
HOLIDAY
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Please come and join us in celebrating each other and
the holiday season.

Saint Ann’s & Saint John’s Parishes are hosting
a Holiday Open House.
A time to gather and enjoy some food, friends and
conversation.
Please join us following the 4PM Mass on
January 10, 2020
5:00-9:00

P
@!}// Knights of Columbus Meat Raffle
' Saturday, January 25, 2020

- 1—3PM
Saint Ann’s Parish Center

Raffles will be held the last weekend of each month.




Please keep the following in your prayers:
Karen Debenedictis, Bill Estes, Tyler Martin, Amanda
Little, Patricia Estes, Vince Adornato, Kenneth Upham,
JoAnn Micalizzi, Kay Levoshko, Jim Cassidy, Tori
Bortolotto, Phil Garbardi, Marcus LaBree, Charlie
Micalizzi, Vickie Vasvatekis, Robert Hanson, John
Moriarty, Annette Moriarty, Felicia Hernandez,

Scott Dolan, Linda, Frank Conroy, Robert Sullivan,
Karen Daly, Ann Smith, Joan Maclsaac, Diane Nicolar,
Paul Martin, Kerri Fabrowski, Jim Koury, William
Neyman, Janet Weoters, Rene Barnett, Baby William,
David Warren, Bill Frabetti, George Lepine, Dennis
Green, Joseph Rizzitano, Richard Harvey, Sandra
Garbardi, Nick, Jennifer Washkevich, Karen Parento,
Alice Keymont, Paul Currie, Dennis Green & The
residents of Sachem & Westview & all our service men
and women serving in the military.
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\_Open House )

Please come dnd join us in Lelebratmg cach other and
the holiday season.

Saint Ann’s & Saint John’s Parishes are hosting
a Holiday Open House.
A time to gather and enjoy some food, friends and
conversation.
Please join us following the 4PM Mass on
January 10, 2020
5:00-9:00

Rosary after daily Masses.

Divine Mercy every Thursday after daily mass.

Adoration — Every Wednesday—7:00—38:00 PM (changed)
Advent Mission — 12/ 8, 9, 10 check for times & locations
Catholic Womens® Club will mect on the second

Wednesday of each month.

The Soc!ety of 'Samt-:Vlncent DePaul_
~ Saint John’s Conferenee e
e " POBox544 =
East Brldﬂewater MA 02333

January 5—Epiphany:

Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, where the
Magi find the newborn king and offer him gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh.

In the spirit of the Magi, please put your gift in the St.
Vincent de Paul Poor Box so that comfort and peace can
once again be given to a newborn child.

Call the Saint Vincent DePaul HOTLINE at 508-378-3760
if you need food or other assistance.

The Food Pantry is open tw Ice a month. — 1* Monday
from 3:00-6:00 pm and the 3™ Monday from 3:00-4: 30 pm.

Don’t forget the need will be there for January and Feb-
ruary !

White tuna, cereal, and soups are always needed.

CLEANERS DESPERATELY NEEDED
WE ARE DOWN TO THREE TEAMS.

WE NEED TWO MORE TEAMS.

call 508-378-4207 PLEASE

EPIPHANY

WHY WERE HEY, MAN, IF
¥OU WEARING JESUS IS THE
SUNGLASSES LIGHT OF THE

IN CHURCH? WORLD, T WANT

TO BE PREPARED.

[h
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About the Archdiocese of Boston: The Diocese of Boston was founded on April 8, 1808 and was elevated to Archdiocese in 1875, Currenily serving
the needs of 1.8 million Catholics, the Archdiocese of Boston is an ethnically diverse and spiritually enriching faith community consisting of 256 )
parishes, across 144 communities, educating approximately 36,000 students in its Catholic schools and 156,000 in religious education classes each

vear, ministering lo the needs of 200,000 individuals through its pastoral and social service outreach. Mass is celebrated in nearly tweniy different
i languages each week. For more information, please visit www.BostonCatholic.org.

If God is for us,
| who can be against us?
Rom 8:31




