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EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES
St John’s
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Teen Mass – 6 p.m. TBA
Daily Mass, Monday – Friday: 9:00 a.m.
In the Chapel
Divine Mercy every Thursday
After Mass.
St Ann’s
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Daily Mass, Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri.
9:00 a.m.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated at the 10:30 a.m. Mass on the
2nd Sunday of the Month at St John’s and the 4th Sunday of the month
at St. Ann’s. Please call for registration.
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays: 3:00 – 3:30 p.m. – Other times as scheduled in the bulletin
or call the Rectory anytime.
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Contact the Rectory 6 months prior to the intended date of marriage.
SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
If you are in need of the Sacrament of the Sick, please contact the
Rectory to make an appointment for a visit from a Priest.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
St John’s - 2nd and 3rd Wednesday of the month from 7-8 p.m.
in the Church.
St. Ann’s - First Friday of the month following the 9:00 a.m. Mass
concluding with Benediction at 10:30 a.m.
Registration: Families not registered, please call the Parish Office

MASSES FOR THE WEEK

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

February 5th —5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

************************************************
St. John is a Stewardship Parish
**********************************************
Saturday, February 4, 2017
4:00 - Parishioners of St. John
Sunday, February 5, 2017
8:00 - Robert E. & Theresa F Mason,
John F. & Mary J. Doherty — Memorial
10:30 - Christopher Thompson — 20th Anniv.
Saturday, February 11, 2017
4:00 - Parishioners of St. John
Sunday, February 12, 2017
8:00 - Parishioners of St. John

My Dear Friends in Christ,
When one does a “Google search” on the phrase “salt and
light”, one comes up with over nine million entries. Listings abound, with everything from church ministries to
small faith communities to t-shirts emblazoned with a salt
shaker and a light bulb! All of them have one thing in common – they trace their origin back to today’s gospel passage in which Jesus uses the images of salt and light to describe how we, as Christians, are to be and act in the world.
Jesus, throughout His earthly ministry, used “earthy” images. This is understandable, given that people of His day
were so connected to the earth and its environs. Jesus, in
using images such as this, as well as speaking in parables
(stories which point to a greater truth), wanted people to
strive for a higher reality, one which reaches beyond this
world. One may wonder how effective these images and
stories are today, since we have become somewhat
“disconnected” with our environment, often seeing it merely as a place to “hang our hat” while we go through life. I
think it would be a mistake for us to fall into this trap; the
earth isn’t just a “stopping point” for us until we get to
heaven. Our earthly journey is meant as a learning experience for us so that when we do (God willing) make it to
heaven we can know that we helped “build the Kingdom”
in our time here. This is why we pray, in the “Our Father”,
“thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.” It is no accident that we are here on earth, which
is why we are called to be “salt and light” to the world.

10:30 - The lonely and forgotten

************************************************
St. Ann is a Stewardship Parish
**********************************************
Saturday, February 4,, 2017
4:00 — Arlene R. DeCoste — 10th Anniversary
Sunday, February 5, 2017
8:30 - James (Jim) Baker — 3rd Anniversary
10:30 – Parishioners of Saint Ann
Saturday, February 11, 2017
4:00 - Jonathan Smith — 3rd Anniversary
Sunday, February 12, 2017
8:30 - Lyndsey Pellegrino — 10th Anniversary
10:30 – Valerie Teague — Memorial

Salt and light are connected by their dispensation. When
one uses too little salt in a meal, it can be bland and tasteless; when one uses too little light, one can stumble and
fall. Conversely, when one uses too much salt, the dish
being prepared can be “overwhelmed” by the spice; when
one uses too much light, one can be blinded and thus rendered unable to move freely. In using both salt and light, a
balance must be achieved; in the same way, in our lives of
faith balance must be struck so that the message of Holy
Scripture and Tradition as found in our Church can be
heard, acted upon and lived. If one lives their life of faith
sparingly, the message of faith might go unheard; if one is
too “heavy-handed”, then people are turned off and the
message is similarly lost.

DEACONS’ CORNER

Any person, who is alive, alert and tuned
into current events, has felt the effect of a
divided and angry society. Anger and fear
have led to a loss of hope for the future.
We long for the zest, passion and purpose in life that
we might have felt in the past and yearn for today.
What as individuals can we do? Saint Francis has the
answer.
“Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where
there is sadness, joy…It is in giving that we receive.”
“O Master, grant that I may never seek so
much to be consoled, as to console; to be understood,
as to understand; to be loved, as to love with all my
soul.”

May we have the courage to be “salt and light” to our
brothers and sisters. May we be a “light to the nations” and
may we “spice up” the world when able and necessary.
May we effectively preach the gospel in word and deed by
sensing the needs of our brothers and sisters, responding to
those needs and thus bring forth the greater glory of God.

May God Bless You,

Have a Blessed Week,

Deacon Brendan

Fr. Paul
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COLLABORATIVE NEWS AT ST. ANN’S & ST. JOHN’S
Family Healing from Addictions Prayer Support
will be held at Holy Ghost Parish, 518 Washington St, Whitman from 11am-12noon every
first Saturday of the month. Prayer and a
faith witness talk — followed by a light
lunch, For more information, call Karen at
(603) 682-7933

FR. BILLS & MAIN SPRING
Are you free on Mondays and looking to give back?
We’re in dire need of volunteers to help us on Mondays
to prepare and serve lunch at The Table, our community
lunch program at MainSpring House in Brockton. Volunteers must be at least 16 and available from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. The Table provides free, healthy meals lowincome and homeless individuals and families six days a
week. If you’re available to help us on Mondays, please
contact our Volunteers Service Coordinator, Mary Ann
Mendes, at 617-376-2255 ext. 2237 or at
mmendes@helpfbms.org

GETTING PREPARED FOR LENT
FASTING:
Catholics over 18 and up to the beginning of their
60th year are bound to the obligation of fasting. Ash
Wednesday (March 1, ) and Good Friday (April 14)
are the days of fasting. On these days, only one full
meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken according
to each one's needs; but, eating between meals is
not permitted. Liquids including milk and fruit juices
between meals are allowed.
ABSTINENCE:
Catholics over 14 years of age are bound to the obligation of abstinence. Abstinence is to be observed on
Ash Wednesday, March 1 and on all Fridays of Lent.
On days of abstinence, meat may not be taken at all.

Every Thursday night
At 6:30 — St. Ann’s Parish Center
Doors Open at 5:00

TAX REPORTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PARISHIONERS
USING THE ENVELOPE OR ON-LINE PROGRAMS.

Pancakes with the Pastor is February 12th instead of
being the third Sunday of the month due to school
vacation. This will be held at St. John’s from 9:00—10:00.
Eggs, sausage, and pastries will be served.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE A PRINT OUT, PLEASE CALL
THE RECORY

STAFF

STAFF
Director: Lorraine Hopgood
repstjohn@gmail.com
508-378-1521

Director: Charlotte Hasomeris-Leines
stannsccd@comcast.net
508-588-7140
Director of Parish & Youth Ministry
Nancy Smith — nhenn71@hotmail.com
508-838-8490

Director of Parish & Youth Ministry
Nancy Smith — nhenn71@hotmail.com
508-838-8490

Administrative Assistant: Arlene Stefano
stanns@comcast.net
508-586-4880

Administrative Assistant: Deborah Conrad
stjohnebridge@comcast.net
508-378-4207

Business Manager: Judd Vail
508-586-4880

Business Manager: Jaclyn Buccigross
jmbstjohn@gmail.com

Director of Music: Matthew Cunningham
508-586-4880
matthewcunningham@bpsma.org

Director of Music: Paul Hoffman
phoffman@stjohneb.org
Music Minister: Erica Wasil
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PARISH NEWS FOR ST JOHN’S
St Vincent de Paul Society At St. John’s

St John’s Shared Treasure: Goal $5,900
January 29, 2017
$4,684
Below Goal
-931
Churches in Latin America
919
Grand Annual Total - Jan. 8

Your donations to the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul help those who are struggling or having a
difficult time all year round.
During the cold winter months there are many items we
need in the food pantry. Chowder, tomato soup, baked
beans, Ramen noodles, hot chocolate, boxes of oatmeal,
pancake mix and pancake syrup, SpaghettiOs, ravioli,
canned fruit, pasta sides, rice sides, hamburger helper,
cans of solid white tuna and tuna helper and if possible
coffee.

$24,278

February 5, 2017 — No second Collection
February 12, 2017 — Religious Education Collection

In today’s readings Jesus says, “You are the light of
the world.” He is calling us to live our Christian vocation in words and deeds. Please be a “light” to
those in need by making a donation to the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul.

Please keep the following in your prayers: Karen
Debenedictis, Arthur Hornstra, Lori Cullen, Mariann Moberg,
Dottie Younis, Dave Swartz , Theresa Capachione, Phyllis
MacDonald , Carolyn Oliviere, Ginger & John Margesion, Bob
McGanty , Harry Hewins, Laurie Murray, Erica O’Sullivan, Bill
O’Connell , Colleen Merto, Bill Osborne, Florence Lacey,
Eleanor Moynihan, Edie Lincoln, Jim Cassidy, Danny Nichols,
Kathy Turke, Katy Skillings, Christopher MacDonald, Jessica
Chetwynd , Martha Bundeff, Sharon Farrell, Tom Griffin, Kim
LeMoine, Christine Lombardi, Donna Shepard Folloni, Donna
Millis, Jean Beaman & The residents of Sachem & Westview &
all our service men and women serving in the military.

We received many donations of food over the holidays but people are hungry all year. Our pantry
shelves are very low and we need your help. It is as
simple as picking up an extra box of cereal when
you shop for your own family.
Do you know an individual, a family or senior citizen
in East Bridgewater who needs food or other assistance? If so please have them call the St. Vincent
de Paul HOTLINE at 508-378-3760. All information provided remains confidential.

The Family Ministry will be selling
lollipops the weekend of February 11th and
12th after each Mass.

ST. JOHN GRAND ANNUAL
PROGRESS

Just in time for Valentine’s Day!
DELICIOUS!!!!

GOAL

$36,000

CURRENTLY $24,278

FEBRUARY 3RD IS THE FEAST OF
ST. BLAISE. BLESSING OF THE
THROATS WILL BE AFTER EACH
MASS THIS WEEKEND.

A PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY
Oh Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy, at this most
critical time, we entrust the United States of America to your
loving care.

EASTER SCHEDULE OF DATES
MARCH 1 — ASH WEDNESDAY
APRIL 13 — HOLY THURSDAY
APRIL 14 — GOOD FRIDAY
APRIL 15 — HOLY SATURDAY VIGIL
APRIL 16 — EASTER SUNDAY

Most Holy Mother, we beg you to reclaim this land for the glory
of your Son. Overwhelmed with the burden of the sins of our
nation, we cry to you from the depths of our hearts and seek refuge in your motherly protection.
Look down with mercy upon us and touch the hearts of our people. Open our minds to the great worth of human life and to the
responsibilities that accompany human freedom.
Free us from the falsehoods that lead to the evil of abortion and
threaten the sanctity of marriage and family life. Grant our country the wisdom to proclaim that God’s law is the foundation on
which this nation was founded, and that He alone is the True
Source of our cherished rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.

"You are the salt of the earth...you are the light of the world."
Being Christian is not supposed to be boring! On the contrary,
Jesus gave us the mission to bring flavor to the world, and to
brighten things up when they seem dark and dismal. What a misunderstanding it is to think that following Christ would ever mean
abandoning "the good life" or becoming dull servants of a rigid
master. No, we are meant to be like the salt that brings a delicious
meal to perfection. We are called to be the light that enables energy and activity. An authentic Christian is filled with life in the
truest sense, filled with the One who is "the way and the truth and
the life" (Jn 14:6).

O Merciful Mother, give us the courage to reject the culture of
death and strength to build a new Culture of Life.
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PARISH NEWS FOR ST ANN’S
St Ann’s Weekly Offertory:
January 29, 2017

$3,635

Latin America

$ 946

St Ann Prayer Line:
To request prayers from members of Saint Ann’s
Prayer Line for yourself, another person in need,
or a special intention, please call or email Linda
Santry at 508-586-6535 or linda@santry.org. If
you would like to join the telephone tree or e-mail
distribution list, please contact Linda. We would
like to expand our membership for this worthy
endeavor.

February 5, 2017 — No second collection
February 12, 2017 — Religious Education Program
West Bridgewater Food Pantry
The cupboards are empty.
There are many families in need of assistance. Cereal, cookies, cake mix, juice, crackers, & pudding are especially needed. You might want to consider a “gift certificate” from a
local grocery store. The Food Pantry is located at the Spring
St. School and is open the first & third Wednesday of the
month from 3:30 PM to 5:00 PM.
Help is needed! Please contact Calvin Grey at
508-559-6569 if you are able to volunteer!

ST. VINCENT de PAUL AT ST ANN’S
St. Vincent de Paul Conference wishes to thank
those that are dropping their contributions into the
white boxes at the front and side entrances of the church.
These boxes are under lock and key and are emptied quite
frequently by a designated member of the conference. The
monies collected are deposited into the conference’s checking account and used to assist those families who ask for
help from th St. Vincent de Paul Society.

FEBRUARY 3RD IS THE FEAST OF ST.
BLAISE. BLESSING OF THE
THROATS WILL BE AFTER EACH
MASS THIS WEEKEND.
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