Together in Christ
Collaborative

March 7, 2021

The Third Sunday
Of Lent

Stjoim/tﬁ&fymagelo;t St. Annwv

VAT A
AT =T Y Church of Saint Ann
- 103 N. Main St., West Bridgewater 02379

s‘%.; 4 508-586-4880

I.'l . "')

((

’;15 E-Mail: stanns@comcast.net

307 Website: stannswb.com
Lo ' Facebook: St. Ann-WB

RESM Collaborative Office Hours are 9-4 M-Th
For both Churches

\i_/ Currently we are working from home.

Yalos que vendian palomas les dijo; IPRPSEmAEERAtRr vt
"Quiten todo de aquiy no O West Bridgewater

conviertan en un mercado la casa 508-378-4207

de rhi Padre”, En ese mOmeENto, SUS. Imtearbe b vcrrms
. discipulosseacordaronde / AHErshot ik s

Llo que estabaescrito: El celo J ‘ 51/
\ detu asame devora | L S g




TOGETHER IN CHRIST COLLABORATIVE

Pastor:
Rev. Paul L. Ring
fr_plrstjohn@comecast.net

Brendan Fitzgerald (Sr. Deacon)
deaconbrendan@comcast.net

PASTORAL STAFF

Parochial Vicar
Rev. Michael K. Harvey

Permanent Deacons:

Christopher Connelly
cconnelly@rcab.org

The Together in Christ Collaborative Office Hours are 9AM - 4PM Monday -Thursday

EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES

St John'’s
Saturday Vigil: 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 10:30 a.m.
Teen Mass — 6 p.m., TBA
Daily Mass, Wednesday— Friday
9:00 a.m. On hold until further notice
In the Chapel
Divine Mercy every Thursday
After Mass.

St Ann’s
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.
Teen Mass — 6 p.m., TBA
Daily Mass, Mon, Tues, Fri.
9:00 a.m. On hold until further notice

SAINT ANN’S
STAFF

Administrative Assistant: Arlene Stefano

stanns@comcast.net
508-586-4880

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

The Sacrament of Baptism is being celebrated on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m. and on Sundays at 1 p.m. All baptisms are private and can
accommodate 30 or so people. Social distancing and masks are required.
Prep classes will take place before the Baptism.

Please call the Rectory Office for registration.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Is by appointment during the pandemic. Please call the Rectory Office to
set up an appointment.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE
Contact the Rectory 6 months prior to the intended date of marriage.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
If you are in need of the Sacrament of the Sick, please contact the
Rectory to make an appointment for a visit from a Priest.

Registration: Families not registered, please call the Parish Office

SAINT JOHN’S
STAFF

Administrative Assistant: Deborah Conrad
stjohnebridge(@comcast.net
508-378-4207
Music Minister: Erica Wasil

COLLABORATIVE STAFF

Finance & Operations Manager: Donna Roderiques
donna.stannstjohn@gmail.com

Director of Music: Rich Cesarini

richcesarini@gmail.com

Assistant Music Director: Matt Cunningham

Director of Ministries: Stephanie Gaboury
directorofministries. TIC@gmail.com

508-378-4207 or 508-586—4880




MASSES FOR THE WEEK
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St. Ann is a Stewardship Parish

Saturday, March 6, 2020

4:00—Parishioners of Saint Ann
Sunday, March 7, 2020

8:30 - James (Jim) Baker — 7th Anniversary
Saturday, March 13, 2020

4:00 - Raymond & Patricia Eaniri -Anniv. Rem.
Sunday, March 14 2020

8:30 - Robert Smith — 8th Anniversary
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St. John is a Stewardship Parish
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Saturday, March 6, 2020
5:30 - Robert E. & Theresa F. Mason — Mem.
John F. & Mary J. Doherty — Memorial
Sunday, March 7, 2020
10:30 - Paul Luddy — 37th Anniversary
Mary Luddy Ahern — 1st Anniversary
Saturday, March 13, 2020
5:30 - Parishioners of Saint John
Sunday, March 14, 2020
10:30 - Paula & John Brodie — Memorial

THE TOGETHER IN CHRIST
COLLABORATIVE
NEEDS YOUR HELP!!!!

Our financial situation is getting to a crisis level.
The pandemic has taken a very real toll in so many
ways.

Weekly Offertory
Feb 17 - Feb 23, 2021

ST JOHN
Online $§ 759
Mail  $2,330
Mass $1.422
TOTAL $4,511

ST ANN
Online N/A
Mail  $2,140
Mass $1.280
TOTAL $3,420

St Ann Prayer Line:

To request prayers from members of Saint
Ann’s Prayer Line for yourself, another
person in need, or a special intention, please
call or email Linda Santry at

508-586-6535 or linda@santry.org. If you
would like to join the telephone tree or
e-mail distribution list, please contact
Linda. We would like to expand our
membership for this worthy endeavor.

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR

My Dear Friends in Christ,
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This Third Sunday of Lent marks the A\ﬁ

s

“halfway point” of our Lenten journey. I Sunday
"

1 Lot
Oftentimes on a journey of any kind, the

halfway mark is good time to reflect where one has been,
as well as looking ahead to where one hopes to be. In the
Lenten season, we’ve seen the temptation of Jesus in the
desert (First

Sunday) and theTransfiguration of Jesus, a vision

given to Peter, James and John (Second Sunday).

On this Third Sunday, we have three distinct, yet “linked”
images: the Commandments, the Cross, and the Cleansing
of the Temple. In the first reading,

Moses is given the Ten Commandments to help the Israel-
ite community stay focused. They are useful for us so as to
give us guidance and a set of opportunities to grow in
faith, hope and love. While they are “Commandments”
and are to be followed (after all, they aren’t the “Ten Sug-
gestions”, as | read on a bumper sticker a while ago), they
are more than just “dos and don’ts” — they are ways of
living, living in God’s love.

In Paul’s bringing to mind the Cross, in our second reading,
we have the image of that “tool of salvation” that Christ’s
Cross is for us. What was (and still is by the world) seen as
an image of torture and death, is seen by Christians as the
way to the Kingdom. It is on the Cross where Christ, once
and for all time, opened the “gates of salvation”. All we
need do is follow!

In our gospel passage, Jesus cleanses the temple for He
sees it being used as a “marketplace” and not the house of
prayer that it is meant to be. He feels

compelled and commanded to so out of love for the
Father. It is this same fervor and zeal with which we must
live our faith.

May these days and weeks of Lent give us opportunities to
grow in grace. May we take advantage of every opportuni-
ty given us, so that we may grow not only in grace, but in
faith, hope, love and, ultimately, Easter joy!

Have a Blessed Lent,

Fr. Paul
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Please keep the following in your prayers:

Bill Estes, Tyler Martin, Amanda Little, Patricia
Estes, Vince Adornato, Kenneth Upham, Kay
Levoshko, Jim Cassidy, Tori Bortolotto, Phil
Garbardi, Marcus LaBree, Charlie Micalizzi, Vickie
Vasvatekis, Robert Hanson, John Moriarty, Annette
Moriarty, Felicia Hernandez, Linda, Frank Conroy,
Robert Sullivan, Ann Smith, Joan Maclsaac, Diane
Nicolar, Paul Martin, Jim Koury, William Neyman,
Janet Wooters, Rene Barnett, David Warren,
Richard Harvey, Sandra Garbardi, Nick, Jennifer
Washkevich, Dennis Green, Dana Debenedictis,
Harry Evans, Jerry Paluch, Frank Genatossio, Dr.
Irfan Francis, Angela McDevtt, Nathaniel Maniff,
Karen Daly, Baby Abigail, Bryan Senn, Rene
Pearson, & The residents of Sachem & Westview &
all our service men and women

serving in the military.

The Society of Saint Vincent DePaul
Saint John’s Conference
PO Box 544
East Bridgewater MA 02333
Call the Food Pantry Hotline for food / assistance
Hotline—508-378-3760

THE FOOD PANTRY HAS NEW HOURS:

The Food Pantry has changed its hours for the
winter.

Monday, Mar. 1 - 1:00—4:00
Saturday, Mar. 20 - 10:00—11:30

The Food Pantry is currently accepting donation at
the bottom of the ramp. Please make sure you call to
let them know you have dropped off food and that it
is properly protected from the elements. Cash
donations are always welcomed and can be mailed to
the address above.

Gift cards are also a great help.
$5—825 cards are easier to distribute than large
sums, ie $100

Cereal, tuna, pasta, pasta sauce, soups, canned
goods, etc. are
always great additions to the shelves.

SAINT VINCENT de PAUL

PLEASE CONTACT CHRIS BAKER I'-.\.@;I
@ 774-240-8095 g
or jchbaker@msn.com
P O Box 47 West Bridgewater MA 02379

Saint Ann’s Church is continuing to collect food items for
the West Bridgewater Food Pantry. Items can be left in
church on the shelves to the right as you come in the front
door.

Dear Friend in Christ,

What did you go out into the desert to see?

With this question, Jesus tested the faith of the Judeans
who had taken an interest in John the Baptist. We should
let it test us throughout this Lenten season.

The episode is reported by Saints Matthew and Luke,
who situate it after the visit of John’s disciples to Jesus.
The word they use for desert is eremon—a lonely place—
which most translations today render as “wilderness.”
But the present-day meaning of “wilderness” may be too
positive for us to appreciate the force of the Lord’s
question, for we go to wilderness areas for recreation and
beauty, to recharge spirits tired out from technological
noise and city-living. The wilderness across the Jordan
River that John the Baptist inhabited was a desolate
place, and it had the qualities that we associate with a
desert: it was silent, full of light, and dry.

A desert is silent.

As Cardinal Sarah has reminded us in his recent book,
silence is a vital necessity for Christian life. And not just
the silence that we hear, but the silence that we see, and
perhaps even touch, smell, and taste. To bring quiet to
our exterior senses is the way to begin to settle down and
to be quiet interiorly. And it is that interior attentiveness
that Christ calls us to again and again, saying “watch” or
“stay awake” (see, for instance, Mk 13:37). As Elijah
learned on one of his trips to the desert, the Lord is not
heard in the wind, earthquake, or fire—that is, not in the
catchy tunes and flashing colors of our screens—but in
“the sound of a low whisper” (1 Kings 19:12). We
must be silent to hear him.

A desert is a place without shadows.

It is bathed in light. And our Lent should be, too, with
the brilliance of the one who said, "I am the light of
the world"” (Jn 8:12; 9:5). The attentive spirit that we
gain by our voluntary efforts of renouncing distractions
is not for its own sake; it is a preparation to hear or to see
Christ. Lent is a time for testing the quality of our faith.
Do we look to Jesus for light? Do we live on his very
words? Or do we settle for the slogans and sayings end-
lessly repeated by the world? For judgment, that is, for
the testing of hearts and minds, "I came into this world,
that those who do not see may see, and those who see
may become blind" (Jn 9:39).

Tim Gray <customer.service@augustineinstitute.org>
SNOW REMOVAL IS ALWAYS EXPENSIVE.
YOUR HELP IS VITAL
ANY ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS YOU
ARE ABLE TO MAKE TO HELP COVER COST

WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATE AND
DESPERATLY NEEDED.
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Sick of the same meatless
meals? Try out some of
these tasty Lent Recipes to
mix up your palate while
respecting the Lenten
sacrifice each Friday!

Stations of the Cross Art Contest!
Submit by Thursday, March 25th

Lent is a special time to pray, reflect, and connect to Jesus in new
ways. This year we are embracing the benefits of praying
creatively—by having our very first Stations of the Cross Art Contest!

Step 1: Choose a Station
Step 2: Recreate it using any art form
Step 3: Send your submission to

directorofministries. TIC@gmail.com

Need a reminder of the stations? Check out
Stations of the Cross for Children or

Stations of the Cross Pravers

Book Club Participants

Stephanie Gaboury

Discussion Questions:
Chapters 7-9

1, Do vou feel that you know what God is calling you 1o do at this pﬂmh
your fifa?

2 What are soms ways you can become more in tune Lo the whispers of
b the Holy Spirit daily?

3

Director of Ministries, T.1.C. Collaborative

“Be doers of the word, and not hearers only; Show me your faith apart from your works,
and ] by my works will show you my faith” (James 1:22; 2:18)
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EWTN brings you inspiring Holy Week
and Easter Programming on TV, Radio
and Internet!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN
YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

Parents Just Don’t Understand Join EWTN Global Catholic Network in re-
membering Christ's love for us through His
Passion, Death and Resurrection. During
Holy Week and Easter, EWTN brings you
special programming, LIVE Masses, and
much much more! Go to ewtn.com/lent,
stream our channel on the Internet, see us
on your local cable television station or use
our EWTN APP on your mobile device!

Anybody remember the old rap song by the Fresh Prince,
aka Will Smith, “Parents Just Don’t Understand?”” As we
grow up, it is sometimes a struggle for us to imagine that
our parents understand us. It can seem impossible that
Mom and Dad remember the stress of exam week or peer
pressure. We never saw them as children; we never saw
their disappointed faces when they weren’t invited to a
party, or their dashed hopes at a bad test grade. We never
saw them homesick their first week of college or nervous
to ask their crush to Homecoming.

We’re often the same way about God. We gripe about
what He asks of us. “He doesn’t understand sin — he’s all
-good,” we think. “He doesn’t understand temptation —
He is perfect.”

Support
Local
Business.

In Scripture, God can be very much a father, telling us
what we can and cannot do. And yet, in His divine genius,
He is sometimes simply a man at a well, asking for a
drink.

For me, it turns out [ didn’t need to tell my parents any-
thing about what I was going through as a kid — they
knew already. What I needed was for them to tell me what
to do, and how to do it.

Shop our Bulletin
Adverflsers Today'

Similarly, we don’t need to tell God about human nature.
We need God to tell us about His nature. He’s good
enough to ask us for a drink, to enter into our humanity.
But we have to remember, for our own sakes, to have the
humility to ask Him for something, too — the water that
will quench our eternal thirst.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Wednesdays in March
Miramar will share the spiritual wisdom of
Nicolas Matias Sengson, SVD
via a four-part ZOOM series!
40 Days In the Shoes of The Prodigal
- A Pilgrim’s Timeless Story

This Lenten Spiritual wandering explores concerns
relevant to today's world.

Nicolas Matias, SVD, Priest-Administrator of five
French-speaking Community Parishes in Montreal and
has published music compositions at the International
Festival of Sacred Music. Presentation topics include:

Setting Off to be Distant
Addiction in the Guise of Freedom
The Detours of a Homecoming
The Arms of Love

The cost for the entire series $80, with
the option of participating at 10 AM or 7 PM on each
Wednesday in Lent.

Please email MaryFran@MiramarRetreat.orq,
call 781.585.2460 ext. 312 or go to
www.MiramarRetreat.org for enrollment!

G.M. Petti

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Electronic & Mechanical Locking Systems
JOHN DeCOSTA, JR., CML
President

(508) 586-1658

1-800-649-1368 Toll Free

447 North Main Street

P.O. Box 490, West Bridgewater, MA
j-decosta@comcast.net
www.jdecosta.com

Painting & Wallcovering
Interior ¢ Exterior
Gary M. Petti 508.378.3459
25 Memorial Dr., East Bridgewater

Long time friend and business partner
of the St. John’s Parish

MA Lic. 91-C

ADVERTISE YOUR
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A Boutique by Old Colony Hospice
Old Colony Hospice has opened a resale boutique at
595 Belmont Street, Brockton, MA
Threads is a non-profit resale store whose proceeds support
the Dr. Ruth McLain Hospice Home
In Braintree, MA

Adult & Children Clothing, jewelry, shoes, handbags and
small household items

Stores hours are M-F 9:00—4:00, Sat. 9:00—1:00

Call us 24/7 at 1-800-370-1322 for more information

NOW OPEN!!!!

0 TRCHHELRGY Illuer 1

- Computer & A/V Solutions Provider
- Data / Video Wiring Installation
- Network Configuration,
Installation & Support
- Security Systems
- Public Address Systems
508.586.4642
830 W. Chestnut St. | Brockton
St. John's Parish’s Longtime Friend

BUSINESS

E‘Jgrr-iﬁ: mga: ymrr bulletin delivered
- nght to yaur fnbaxF

SUPPURT YUUR
LoCAL PARISH.

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today!
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451

|| E.-WATSON
- Excavalin g
'

Eric Watson 0:508-378-4543
East Bridgewater C:774-259-0278

Local reliable service &
Friend of the St John’s Parish

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 © Church Support 1-800-888-4574 @ www.4lpi.com  St. John the Evangellst E. Bridgewater, MA  03-1113
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- MARK L. CHAPMAN - Funeral Dir
= Pm]) /Zﬁ’” C&d]) man Family Owned and Operated Since I8

CO/@ @ GZE(ZYO” 98 Bedford St., Bridgewater 35 Spring St., E. Brid

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATION SERVICES 508-697-4332 508-378-48

Long time friend and supporter

of the St John Parish www.ccgfuneralhome.com

s ®5‘"‘E‘aﬁ'§°’e
Trusted on the I‘ d 4 n
South Shore since 1984 MIA E]!}EJ%E;DI IS
ounded in ;
Serving Brockton to Bridgewater Z . Online Learning Since 2012 Visal s al:
& Everywhere In-Between Re(:yc_lmg = 3 A Catholic, independent, 225 Bedford Street
Joseph Gouthro Sel:wce Q e ) co-educational, boarding and East Bridgewater
License # 31320 7y Avallafblfe\r 3 day school for grades 9-12
Proud Parishioner I 9 : (71} BR2.5715
—~ i1 | 26 Chase Rd, Th , CT 06277
Business Partner | ase (860) :;?98;25 o s Terhie e i i e
(508) 378-1271

www.marianapolis.org !@’ m u:,::ﬁ E
ADT-Monitored ' =

Giant 95 Gallon Rolling LG Home Security

. for New Customers*
Barrels Provided! "CALL TODAY! Got 24-Hour Protection

(Almost 50% Larger Than *Some restrictions From a Name You Can Trust

Standard 64 Gallon Barrels!!)

apply

® Burglary @ Flood Detection

Sagy - Top - Ballel - Hip Hop ® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide | 4

EAST BRIDGEWATER

Dependable Service You Can Count On!!
(508) 378-7043 Fast Barrel Delivery!

Rl ivmmseill | 508.583.9500 www.noonanwaste.com Kl | R tisssiadBliEiElE

_Bf—......| NEVER MISS A BULLETIN !

PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE
MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM

ELECTRIC SYSTEMS 1 & i $2 9' gﬂﬁ{ JE'IEO
Sign up to have our wee arish bulletin
Electrical Contractors & : P F‘P ; (8, QUARTERLY
R Y e e | emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com *';,"ffg;

Tele/Data Communications

CALL NOW!

Raymond J. Lessard, Jr.
P.O. Box 1198 ¢ Brockton, MA

DBlanchard
Ganeral Chapel

www.blanchardfc.com
¢ 781-447-0170

1.877.801.7772
WWW.24-TMEDALARM.COM

CONLEY

Fusirral & Cromation Sorvine

Stability < Family < Integrity
Brockton, Massachusetts
508-586-0742
www.conleyfuneralhome.com

Longtime Friends of
St. John & St. Ann Parishes.

Robert A. Tonello & Steven J. Leonard
Funeral Directors
Plymouth St. (Rt. 58 at Rotary) - Whitman

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS

THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Church Support 1-800-888-4574 @ www.4lpi.com  St. John the Evangelist, E. Bridgewater, MA  03-1113



