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Church of Saint Ann Saint John the Evangelist
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02379 02333
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West Bridgewater, 02379
E-Mail: stanns@comcast.net 508-378-4207
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Facebook: St. Ann-WB Website: www.stjohneb.org

Collaborative Office Hours are Facebook: St. John the Evangelist-EB
9:00-3:00 Fr. Paul’s Facebook Page —
Monday through Thursday Paul Ring




“TOGETHER IN CHRIST COLLABORATIVE

Pastor:
Rev. Paul L. Ring

fr_plrstjohn@comcast.net

Brendan Fitzgerald (Sr. Deacon)
deaconbrendan(@comcast.net

PASTORAL STAFF

Priests In Residence

Fr. Peter Francis
Fr. Michael Diochi

Permanent Deacons:

Christopher Connelly
cconnelly@rcab.org

~ The Together in Christ Collaborative Office Hours are 9AM - 3PM Monday-Friday

EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES
St Ann’s

Sunday: 8:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.
6:15 p.m. Live streamed Mass
w/ Drive up option

Daily Mass
Thurs & Sat.
9:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday: 9:30 a.m.

Daily Mass:
Wednesday & Friday
9:00 a.m.

SAINT ANN’S STAFF

Administrative Assistant:
Arlene Stefano
stanns(@comcast.net

508-586-4880

WE SHOULD SPEND AS MUGH TIME
N THANKING BOD FOR HIS BENEFIT
FOR THEM

AS WE DO IN ASKIN

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

The Sacrament of Baptism is being celebrated on Saturdays at 10 a.m.
and 1 p.m. and on Sundays at 1:30 p.m. These baptisms are not done at
the masses currently. Prep classes will take place before the Baptism.
Please call the Rectory Office for registration.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
3:00—3:30 at the church holding the 4 PM Mass
Or by appointment.

Please call the Rectory Office to set up an appointment.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE

Contact the Rectory 6 months prior to the intended date of marriage.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK

If you are in need of the Sacrament of the Sick, please contact the
Rectory to make an appointment for a visit from a Priest.

Registration: Families not registered, please call the Parish Office

SAINT JOHN’S STAFF

Administrative Assistant:
Deborah Conrad
stjohnebridge(@comcast.net
508-378-4207
Music Minister: Erica Vinton

COLLABORATIVE STAFFY

Finance & Operations Manager:
Kevin Mercier
bmanager.tic@wgmail.com

Director of Music: Rich Cesarini
richcesarini@gmail.com
Director of Ministries: Matthew Brady
directorofministries.tic@gmail.com
774-533-2002
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St. Ann is a Stewardship Parish

Sunday, September 22, 2024
8:00 - Parishioners of the T. I. C. Collaborative
11:30 - Vinnie Hallisey — 10th Anniversary
Brendan Hallisey — 2nd Anniversary
6:15 - Parishioners of the T. I. C. Collaborative

Sunday, September 29, 2024
8:00 - Joan Mondeau —S8th Anniversary
11:30 - Anthony Grasso — 10th Anniversary
6:15 - Parishioners of the T. I. C. Collaborative
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St. John is a Stewardship Parish
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Saturday. September 21, 2024
4:00 - Kay Grazano — 20th Anniversary
Albert Ialongo — 70th Anniversary
Linda Lynch — 36th Anniversary
Sunday, September 22, 2024
9:30 - Kenny Fontaine, Jr. — Sth Anniversary

Saturday, September 28, 2024

4:00 - Alexis Doucette — Birthday Remembrance
Sunday, September 29, 2024

9:30 - Glen F. Kennedy, Jr. — Month’s Mind

WAYS TO REMEMBER YOUR LOVED ONES

MEMORIAL MASSES
Suggested donation $25+

HOSTS, WINE AND SANCTUARY LAMPS FOR THE
WEEK Suggested donation $55
Including a Memorial Mass, Suggested donation $80

FLOWERS FOR THE ALTAR FOR THE WEEK
$85; or including the mass Suggested donation $110

HOSTS, WINE & SANCTUARY LAMPS, FLOWERS
$140 including the MASS, is a Suggested donation of

$165

Payment for the above memorials would be appreciated
TWO weeks in advance, separate from your offertory.

NOTES FROM THE PASTOR

My Dear Friends in Christ,

So there I was, sitting in my recliner,
rooting the Patriots on to victory, when my phone rang...and
before I knew it, [ was presented with the amazing opportuni-
ty to meet Mother Teresa. In a set of circumstances that many
would consider coincidental, but that I would call providen-
tial (i.e., something which was meant to happen, as opposed
to accidently happening), I found myself standing in a
Newton convent, in the presence of a woman who radiated
holiness. Short in stature, “Mother” (as she liked to be called,
apparently) was not short of what [ would call “presence”.
When she was in the room, you knew it — you could just
sense it. She was the type of person who, in her simplicity,
emanated a complexity beyond this world. This is why, |
believe, she is on the “road to sainthood”.

Jesus, in His message, mission and life radiated this same
presence, | believe. Jesus knew who He was, He knew what
He had to do and He never deviated from that message,
mission and life. Jesus did so by living simply, but profound-
ly, living a life of service and putting His needs, His will
second to the Father. Jesus calls us to do the same, to put our
will second to those around us and to God. We do this most
profoundly by seeing the needs of our brothers and sisters as
more important than our own. The challenge with this, of
course, is that this runs counter to everything that our society
teaches and espouses. Our culture is a “me first”, “I’ve got
mine, so the heck with you” society. This is why it is so diffi-
cult to live life as a Christian in the world today, for there are
very few paths in life that are more counter-cultural.

Jesus, in today’s gospel calls us, in serving the needs of all, to
“be the last of all and the servant of all” (Mk 9:35). We serve
our brothers and sisters best, I believe, when we espouse the
truths of the Gospel and the teachings of the Church. We
serve the needs of all when we reach out to the poor, margin-
alized and downtrodden — those seen as “less than”. We
achieve greatness (in the eyes of God) when we eschew the
“greatness” of this world and amass treasures in heaven, such
as a peaceful spirit and a humble heart. We can do this by
looking beyond ourselves, our needs, and seeking to meet the
needs of others, especially the “less than” of which I previ-
ously spoke.

May we have the courage to be like that little child Jesus
placed in the midst of the Twelve. May we live simply,
humbly and joyously. May we come to know Jesus as Savior
and Friend and may we “introduce” Him (in word and deed)
to all whom we meet.

Have a Blessed Week,

Fr. Paul



Ministry News

For questions or concerns, please email Matt Brady, our Director of Ministries at
Directorofministries.tic@gmail.com

Introducing the collaborative Children’s Choir!

All kids in grades 3 and up are welcome to join. No
singing experience needed! Rehearsals will be on
Thursdays at 5:30 at St. John starting October 10.
For more information, contact our music director
Rich Cesarini at richcesarini@gmail.com

Today is the first day of Faith For-
mation. We wish all our children and
their catechists a successful year!

If you still need to register, please
email Matt Brady as soon as possible.

Interested in becoming Catholic?
Baptized but never received First
Communion or Confirmation? We
have a program for you!

Please contact Matt Brady in the of-
fice if interested.

Protecting God’s Children Training

All parish volunteers and staff, regardless
of role, must complete this training at least
once. If you are a current parish volunteer and
we do not have a record of you completing
this training, you can expect an email from
Matt in the next week. We are hosting two
sessions this month:

Sunday, 9/15 from 12:30-3:30 at St. Ann
Saturday, 9/28 from 10-1 at St. John

Other sessions are also available at neighbor-
ing parishes. To sign up, please visit https://
www.virtusonline.org/virtus/ and click on First
Time Registrant. You will then be able to view
a list of sessions before completing the regis-
tration process. You must sign-up online in
advance to attend.

For questions, please call or email Matt Brady.
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MY FRANCISCAN JOURNEY

“And behold, he [a companion of St.
Francis| went into ecstasy and saw
amonyg the many thrones in heaven
one that was more honorable than the rest, orna-
mented with precious stones, and radiant with
all glory. He wondered within himself at this no-
ble throne and considered silently whose it might
be. And while he was considering these things, he
heard a voice saying to him: ‘This throne be-
longed to one of the fallen angels, but now it is
reserved for the humble Francis.” At length, com-
ing back to himself, the brother saw the blessed
St. Francis coming from his prayers, and quickly
prostrating himself at Francis’ feet in the form of
a cross, he said to him, not as to one (iving in this
world, but as to one already reigning in heaven:
“Pray for me to the Son of God, Father, that he
will not impute to me my sins.” The man of God
stretched forth his hand [Matthew 14:31] and
raised him up [Acts 3:7], vealizing that something
had been shown to him in his prayers.” (Celano,
Second Life of St. Francis, 123)

These words, written by Thomas of Celano (poet and author of
three biographies of St. Francis, speaks to us of a vision one of
Francis’ companions had of the heavenly reward Francis will
receive. He will receive this (and be merited with the crown of
Sainthood) in large part because of the humility he showed in
this life. True humility, as exhibited by St. Francis, is a gift from
God that we say we want...but do we?? True humility is a virtue
by which we put ourselves second, at the service of our brothers
and sisters. It is something which Jesus taught His disciples, the
model of “servant leadership”. It is something which Francis
took upon himself, uniting himself with Christ. Everything
which Francis did united him with Christ, with whom he sought
an intimate relationship and for whom he lived at every moment
of his life. May we come to emulate Christ (and Francis) by
being “servant leaders” to one another. May we come to recog-
nize the opportunities to “see Christ in others and be Christ for
others”.

In closing, let us look upon the words of Thomas of Celano with
regards to true humility and seek to do the same: Forgetting the
things he had gained, he set before his eyes only his failings in
the conviction that he lacked more than he had gained. There
was no covetousness in him except the desire to become better,
and not con tent with what he had, he sought to add new virtues.
(Celano, Second Life of St. Francis, 140)

Pax et Bonum,

Fr. Paul, OFS

THE SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEK IS
To SupPLEMENT THE Low
OFFERTORY.

NEXT WEEK WILL BE THE
SocIETY OF OUR LADY MISSION APPEAL

Fr. John Fisher has written to tell us that they have begun
the process for the Water Project. The picture above is the
drilling truck which will begin the process of drilling for
water. Thus the project has begun!!!

They will be drilling and fixing the tank stand con-
currently and have placed the order for the tank.

Fr. John sends his love and appreciation!!!

POPE ST. JOHN XXIII
NATIONAL SEMINARY
An e

inded in 1964

swering the Call | Fou

Consider a Priestly Call...Take a risk for God! Enter the
mission field where bold action meets lasting outcomes.
Over 750+ priest alumni discerned a sacred call later in
life. Maturity with God’s grace can move mountains. Can
you leave it all to follow Christ? Pope St. John XXIII Na-
tional Seminary, Weston, MA is offering the latest in its
“First Friday Visits” program on October 4th at 5:00 pm.
Holy Hour and Evening Prayer. Option to attend in person
or virtually. In person includes dinner with the seminari-
ans and a tour. Virtual includes a Zoom visit following
Holy Hour. Make a resolution to be courageous. Consider
a priestly call. Contact: firstfriday@psjs.edu or
781.899.5500 ext. 134. www.psjs.edu
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St Ann Prayer Line:

- To request prayers from members of Saint

- Ann’s Prayer Line for yourself, another
person in need, or a special intention, please
call or email Linda Santry at 508-586-6535
or linda@santry.org. If you would like to
join the telephone tree or e-mail distribution list, please
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contact Linda. We would like to expand our membership for
this worthy endeavor.

Please keep the following in your prayers: e Pewes
Denise Robichaud, Patricia Estes, William o
Neyman, Frank Conroy, Kay Evans, Angela o
McDevitt, Karen & Janet Daly, Kathy Conrad,

Joan Ward-Fusco, Kenneth McLaughlin, Fred

Sprague, Joe Pigeon, Nancy McHugh, Jerry Paluch,
Jeannette Arruda, Dottie & Leo Slack, Joan Fisher, Jay
Lasemina, Rocco Zarrella, Nancy Arcadipane, Alicia
Boucher, Irene Churchill, Matthew Owings, Arthur Pelton,
Courtney, Hannah Previti, Deb Gifford, Karen, Dan,
Candice Frabetti, Patrick McCormick, Rob Levesque, Alex
& Landon, Susan Coronella, Stephen D’'Guiseppe & The
residents of Sachem & Westview & all our service men and
women serving in the military.

SAVE THE DATE!
Thursday, October 3, 2024
Deacon Paul Key will speak promptly at 6:30pm
New World Tavern
56 Main Street, Plymouth

tHEOLOGY
ON AP

Delivering the Love and Hope of Jesus Christ

My Brother’s Keeper is a vibrant, welcoming Christian ministry
that delivers household furniture, healthy groceries, and Christ-
mas gifts to local families in need. This charitable organization
was founded in 1988 by a husband and wife from the basement
of their home. Today, 5,000 volunteers and 18 employees work
together from two modern facilities to make 18,600 deliveries
each year.

The title of Paul Key’s talk comes directly from the mission
statement of My Brother’s Keeper. Paul will speak about his
own experiences with My Brother’s Keeper and the need for all
Christians to bring the love and hope of Jesus to the world.

Paul is a Permanent Deacon in the Archdiocese of Boston, serv-
ing at Sts. Mary & Joseph Collaborative in Plymouth/Kingston.
In this role he oversees two Ministries that work directly with
people experiencing homelessness, Matthew’s Kitchen and
Friends of Lazarus. He is also the Chief Development Officer at
My Brother's Keeper.

Come enjoy a burger and hear a GREAT talk!
Tell a friend and bring a friend!
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West Bridgewater Food Pantry
457 Rear, South Main Street, Unit #1
West Bridgewater
02379
WHEN: Curbside distribution the FIRST and THIRD
Wednesday each month
TIME: 1:45-3:00PM or 5:30-6:00PM
We need jelly, rice pilaf, pancake mix, syrup, pasta
sauce, baked beans
Cash donations also accepted.

St Ann — ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
P O Box 474 West Bridgewater MA 02379
To join please call — TINA ANTHONY
508-245-5481

Our Saint Vincent de Paul Society has provided

support for our neighbors that find themselves in need of a
little help with utility, fuel or rent bills. There are many
ways we can help our neighbors; if not financially, we can
help spiritually. The Society cannot help our neighbors
without the generosity of our parishioners. Please consider
donating by placing the donations in the SDVP boxes
located at each entrance. Please make out any checks to
St. Vincent de Paul Society, not St. Ann's church.

To Join or get more information on how we can help a
neighbor in need, please call Tina Anthony, 508-245-5481

Next meeting: Tuesday, October 8th @ 6 PM

PANTRY HOURS WILL REMAIN THE SAME

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

Our pantry is open on the First and Third Monday of each
month. When pantry days fall on a major holiday, the
pantry will open on the Tuesday of that week.

First Monday - 3:00 - 5:30 Third Monday - 3:00 - 4:30

Tuesday, September 3, 2024
Monday, September 16, 2024

Donations are always appreciated but please call to let us
know you are dropping off. 508-378-3760

The Pantry is a little low—needed: any food, especially
tuna, peanut butter, soups, pasta & pasta sauce, cereal.

Gift cards are also a great help. $5 — $25 cards are easier
to distribute that large sums., ie $100




Please join us for our next Emmaus Retreat that will take
place on November 8th to 10th at LaSalette Retreat Center in
Attleboro, MA! Emmaus is a retreat for men and women
(ages 20+) who seek to grow in their relationship with Jesus
Christ, regardless of their present level of faith or prac-

tice. We want to invite you to join us on our next Emmaus
weekend. You will be welcomed by a loving community,
spend time in personal and communal prayer, and celebrate
the sacraments. For more information or to apply online,

email us at emmausretreats@gmail.com or visit our website:

wWww.emmausretreats.com.

Event #1, September 21 - LONGER VERSION
Date Night Series for Married and Engaged Couples

Holy Cross Family Ministries announces a monthly Date
Night Series: The Joy of Marriage, at the Father Peyton
Center, 518 Washington St., N. Easton, MA. Kick-off is
Saturday, September 21, from 6 - 9pm, and will recur
monthly. The date nights will include reflection, fellowship,
and appetizers. Attend any or all series dates. No cost.
Register early; space is limited. (Please register now even
if you can’t make the first session.) Contact Amy Dyke at
ADyke@hcfm.org or 508-238-4095 or register online at
www.museumoffamilyprayer.org/joyful-marriage-series or
use the following QR Code:

Event #1, September 21 - SHORTER VERSION

Monthly Date Night Series - "Marriage
llluminated: The Joy of Marriage"

New monthly Marriage Date Night Series - “Marriage
llluminated” starting on September 21 at 6 pm at the
Father Peyton Center in N. Easton, MA. For info and
registration, please contact Amy Dyke at
ADyke@hcfm.org or visit
www.museumoffamilyprayer.org/joyful-marriage-series
Register early; space is limited.
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Massachusetts
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Trusted on the South Shore since 1984
Serving Brockton to Bridgewater & Everywhere In-Between

Joseph Gouthro
License # 31320 | Proud Parishioner | Business Partner
(508) 378-1271
cjpah.com

E. WATSON

Excavatin g
SEPTIC SYSTEMS * SITEWORK
5N

LT
Eric Watson 0:508-378-4543
East Bridgewater C:774-259-0278

Local reliable service &
Friend of the St John’s Parish

@) Ockers

- Computer & A/V Solutions Provider
- Data / Video Wiring Installation
- Network Configuration,
Installation & Support
- Security Systems
- Public Address Systems
508.586.4642
830 W. Chestnut St. | Brockton
St. John's Parish’s Longtime Friend

(CONLEY

Funeral & Cremation Service

Stability < Family « Integrity
Brockton, Massachusetts

508-586-0742

www.conleyfuneralhome.com
Longtime Friends of

St. John & St. Ann Parishes.

Blanchard Funeral Chapel

4

Steven J. Leonard,

™
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Funeral Director

Plymouth St. (Rt. 58 at Rotary) « Whitman
www.blanchardfc.com | 781-447-0170
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Curtin Brothers’
0il Company
Where Your Dollar Buys More
Mention this ad
Halifax, MA
(781) 294-0220

curtinbros@comcast.net
www.curtinbrosoil.com

Owner and Parishioner Jason Nickley
SCREEN PRINTING - EMBROIDERY - UNIFORMS
SIGNS - PROMOTIONAL ITEMS
781-447-6670 - 7 Marble St, Whitman, MA - Timeoutsportswear.com

v Ambulance/Police
v’ Family/Friends

o 800.808.9294 &

4 md-medalert.com

Claude Dubord
& Sons, Inc.

The oldest pumping company
in S.E. Massachusetts
(508) 697-2621
“Preferred Service
for the St. John’s Parish”

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

v GPS & Fall Alert g ( '

2 Sem,

JILL JANOVSKY
ReaL EstaTe LLC

Jill Janovsky
Broker/Owner
Parishioner
508-728-3688
JustCallJill.com

Serving Massachusetts home buy-
[ ers &sellers since 1999 @

CM%C Drivers Ed
Intro Special

Now Serving South Shore

Virtual Drivers Ed Available

21 Parker Drive, Avon, MA
CMSCSouthShore.com « 508-256-3035

$699

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

DT | puthorized | 5 ofeStreets

833-287-3502

?
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Uleanr HAB RECOVE

PHYSICAL THERAPY
SPORTS REHAB

SUPPORT

Now offering
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
and Personal Training!

OUR
ADVERTISERS!

Call, email or find us on social!
@ptuclinic + 508-697-2000
FrontDesk@ptuclinic.com

Bridgewater, Middleboro & Buzzards Bay
HIRING PT’S! Learn More Online!

®

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

Free Estimatesl George Millett

Hawkeye Fence, LLC
Residential & Commercial Fencing
Guardrail « Enclosures + Kennels
Vinyl Fencing & Repairs
508-559-9090
925 Centre Street, Brockton
Long time friend & supporter
of the St. John’s Parish and
East Bridgewater Community

CONTACT ME
Kelly Carnevale

kcarnevale@4LPi.com
(860) 635-9560 x6333

EAST BRIDGEWATER
INSURANCE AGENCY
“Let the Spagone Family
insure your family”

www.ebinsuranceinc.com
508-378-3991

MIGHTY DOG
ROOF

\_

RODFING, SIDING, WINDOWS, GUTTERS )

MOLDGUYS

Restoration, LLC
TRUST THE LOCAL PROS WITH

20+ YEARS INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE

MOLD REMOVAL - WATER DAMAGE
AIR DUCT & DRYER VENT CLEANING
RESTORATION/REBUILD

moldguysrestoration@gmail.com
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